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AGRICULTURAL PAPERS AND BOOKS. 
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r fathers; consequently it is absolutely 
iecessary that every farmer should be the 
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tant reader of at least one good agri- 


tural paper, or he must certainly fall be- 
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The mechanic who culti- 
Yates but a few rods of land cannot afford 
to do without an agricultural paper, for by 
‘ he will be constantly reminded of just 
what is necessary to keep his garden in the 
best condition, with the expenditure of the 
“ast amount of labor and material possible. 

In addition to papers the farmer should 
tead such books as will teach him the chem- 
‘eal constituents of each plant he desires to 
srow and the sources from which they are 
Grawn, and also the cheapest way to supply 
them. Assisted by his reading, he must 
*xert himself to learn the characteristics of 
the soil on his own farm, and the crops best 
Adapted to its peculiarities. The more we 
read, if we read understandingly, the better 
shall we realize that but few, if any, occupa- 
Uons require more intelligence, to follow it 
“ucceasfully, than that of the cultivation of 





| and beautiful winter ride, an account of which 
| would only excite the reader’s envy. 
| from the turmoil and dust of the city, it was 
| like a very 


| visit to his ample library isa treat to be 


| ine winter auspices, we visited the Town 


| hold its eighth annual meeting. 
business 


| Master James Draper of Worcester called 


| of which he gave a full summary, and set 


| made a most interesting annual address; 


the soil; and the more we investigate the 
more satisfied shall we be that those persons 
who occupy the front ranks of success in 
farming, are those, who by careful reading, 
keep fully up with the times, by adopting 
those advanced ideas, which their superior 
intelligence may decide are better than those 
adopted by their fathers. The constant read- 
ing of good agricultural literature not only 
encourages new advanced thoughts. but it 
creates a desire to pursue that course of 
action which leads to the front. The moment 
we occupy an advanced position we are ina 
condition to intelligently peruse the teach- 
ings of others, and sift out, and appropriate 
to our own use such ideas as are best adapt- 
ed to assist us to cultivate our farms the 
most successfully. 

Never before was there such universal de- 
sire for agricultural knowledge. The great 
interest manifested at the frequent and large 
gatherings of farmers for discussions; the 
increased demands for agricultural publica- 
tions, and the numerous inquiries relating 
to new methods of producing agricultural 
crops, all indicate that we are to make an 
united effort to lift the farmer to a position 
as desirable as that of any other profession. 
That this effort will be crowned with suc- 
cess, there can be but little doubt; in fact 
this is already accomplished by those who 
occupy the front ranks, and are able to cul- 





| tivate their farms on the best scientific prin- 


ciples. 


A WINTER VISIT TO GREENFIELD. 





LOCATION OF FARM BUILDINGS. — 


Important as it is to locate buildings with 
reference to the elevations of the land, and 
the peculiarities of the surroundings, it is 
almost the universal practice to pay more 
attention to customs of the times, than the 
condition of the location. 

From a hundred to a hundred and fifty 
years ago, it was the custom to set the dwell- 
ing house ina valley, fronting the south, 
though it brought the back to the public 
street ; it was also at that time the custom to 
build the house on one side of the street and 
the barn on the other. This was probably 
done to prevent losing them both at one 
fire ; fifty years later it began to be the cus- 
tom to face the house to the public street, 
whatever might be the points of compass, 
and to locate the barn six or eight rods in 
the rear. The earlier settlers paid but little 
attention to the distance they located their 
houses from the street, but #equently located 
several rods back, if it would bring them 
near a good spring of water; but when the 
digging of wells become casier and more 
common, it became the custom to set the 
house twenty or thirty feet from the line of 
the street ; this custom still prevails in many 
towns. Occasionally we see modern houses 
set one or two hundred feet from the road. 

For the last twenty-five or thirty years it 


‘ has become almost the universal custom, to 


set the house end to the street, run outa 
long building back to be used, the end ad- 


| joining the house, asa kitchen, the next 


| room for # wash-100m, followed by a wood 


Among the Farmers. 

A ride from Boston to Greenfield, by the 
Hoosac Tunnel Line,—which, by tie way, is 
doing a very heavy passenger and freight 
transportatioa business, far exceeding the 
estimates and expectations of its projectors, 
—is an experience well worth attempting at 
this season of the year, as we personally 
found it to be on going up to share in the | 
interest attending the meeting, this week, of | 
the “State Grange.” A report of this meet- | 
ing may be found in another column, and will 
be found both entertaining and instructive. 
one hundred miles dis- 
tant from Boston, and lies some six hundred 
feet above the level of the sea. 


Greenfield is over 


There is no 
more beautiful town in the State, if in New 
England ; and a midwinter test is a good one 
for a statement of such a character. 

On entering the town, we found it in full 
winter attire; a deep snow lay white and 
pure over everything; sleighbells rung out 
their contagious melodies on the sparkling 
air; people were gliding about in mufflers 


| and skins and OVergarments that cuggeoted | 


asort of arctic pleasure excursion; the ac- 
customed rural tranquility of the place was 
da-hed just enough with wintry life to give 
it a flavor of piquancy to the visitor; and, 
with its surroundings of comfortable and | 
homes, fine, substantial public | 
buildings, hospitably inviting hotels, and | 
abundant agricultural resources in winter 


spacious 


reserve, formed a living picture of social and | 
neighborhood delights and comforts far sur- 
passing the work of the imagination itself. 


| We were most courteously waited on at the 


American House, one of the three good 
hotels, by James S. Grinnell, Esq., who ex- 
tended us a greeting as hearty as the hearty 
life of which it was born. He drove round 
to the hotel in a capacious sleigh, generously 
furnished with robes, that was of itself an 
enticing invitation in a winter’s day. Clad 
in a complete suit of furs from head to foot, 
he appeared like a cheery challenge to deep 
snows and cold weather. In his company we | 
rode all around the town, admiriug and en- 

joying everything we saw. It was a brisk 
Fresh 


transformation scene. In our 
gliding course about the town, he pointed 
out the noble fown Hall, the Court House, 
the High School, the Jail, and the different 
churches ard other public buildings. His 
own spacious residence is exactly fitted to 
the large and generous life of so devoted 
and enterprising an agriculturist. Its walls 
reflect the genial warmth of home, while a 


recalled to mind many times afterwards. 
After viewing Greenfield under genu- 


Hall, in which the State Grange was to 
Special 
engaged the attention of the 
Grange on the first day, the second being 
given to the public. There were fully one 
hundred representatives present from all 
parts of the State, the feeling being harmo- 
nious and confident among the members. 


the meeting to order, and an address of wel- | 
come was delivered by Brother A. K. 
Warner, Master of the Greenfield Grange, 
to which Brother Draper made an appropri- 
ate response. The various committees were 
appointed, after which the annual address 
was mide by Master Draper. 

He spoke of the condition of the Order, 


forth the demands of the agricultural com- 
munity the organization. Brother 
Warner, of Greenfield, the State Lecturer, 


on 


and, in his annual report, Benjamin P. 
Ware, Esq., Chairman of the Executive 
Committee, emphasized the necessity of edu- 
cating farmers. A more single-minded and 
really enthusiastic meeting of the State 
Grange ithas never been our pleasure to 
attend. The addresses and lectures by 
James 8. Grinnell, President Stockbridge, 
and Benjamin P. Ware, which were deliv- 
ered at the open meeting on Wednesday, 
as announced in last week's Ploughman, are 
necessarily deferred. They were each and 
all extremely able, abounding with instruc- 
tion and supplying real stimulus for the 
devotees of agriculture all over the State. 
Greenfield shows five handsome and sub- 
stantial churches, while its dwellings, that 
tine the two intersecting streets which 
form the town, are all superior, and many of 
them elegant. There is no better soil in 
New England. Three rivers bound the 
place, one of them entering it. The streets 
are lined with elms and maples, which in 
summer throw down a@ grateful shade and 
embower them most attractively. In one of 
the burying- grounds is a stone to the young- 
est child of Gen. Joseph Warren, who died 


in the historic struggle on Bunker Hill. 
The Farm of James S. Grinnell, Esq., is the 
first-class 








noted one in this neighborhoad of 
farming and farmers. 


room anda carriage house, with the barn 
attached to the end. As one rides through 
the country, among the farmers, he finds this 


| custom to be the rule, whether the buildings 


are large or small, expensive or cheap. 
While there are some advartages in joining 
all of the buildings together there are many 
disadvantages. The advantages usually 
claimed are the saving of travel from the 
house to the barn, and the better protection 
of the cattle during the night time, by hav- 
ing them within hearing of the owner. The 
disadvantages are, the increased risk of fire, 
for if one burns it is very sure to burn the 
other; the annoyance from the noise of the 
cattle and other animals; the unpleasant 
odors which frequently arise and penetrate 
all parts of the dwelling, and the numerous 
flies which always hover around the barn in 
warm weather, watching every opportunity 
to slip in, and taste of the sweets of the 
kitchen and dining room. Another and very 
serious disadvantage is, that the elevation of 


the land, in many localities, is such as to be | 


entirely unsuited to this arrangement of 
buildings. 

In locating the dwelling house, efforts 
should be made to secure a dry elevated po- 
sition, not too high, but where after the 
house is finished, and the land graded, there 
shall bea descent in all directions of from 
six to ten inches to the rod; if the street 
upon which it is located is one that is much 


| travelled the house should be set back from 


the street at least one hundred feet. In lo- 
cating the barn, among the important things 
te be considered, is the direction of the 
underground streams, the points of compass 
from the house, the elevation of the land, 
and the condition of the soil. The direction 
of the underground streams should be from 
the house to the barn; therefore the barn 
should be set between the house and the low 
land, this ensures purer water; for if the 
streams run from the barn to the house,, 
there is danger of the leachings of the barn- 
yard penetrating the soil, and finding their 
way to the underground streams, and thus 
destroy the purity of the water:n the well, 
though the house be many rods from the 
barn. Other things being all right, a loca- 
tion north of the house has many advanta- 
ges; if set south or west, the odors during 
tLe spring will find their way into the dwell- 
ing more readily, because the windows will 
be more likely to be open when the wind is 
in the right direction, it is always better to 
enter the barn from the south, and it is de- 
sirable to have the enterance in sight of the 
dwelling ; but the points of the compass is 
not so important as the direction of under- 
ground streams, or the elevation of the land. 
A dry gravelly soil is always desirable, and 
it is also important that the land on the 
north side should be from four to eight fee; 
higher than it ison the south side, which 
makes it easy to builda cellar and grade 
around it, so as to leave a good entrance to 
it on the south side; this is important, for 
whatever is to be kept in the cellar should 
have facilities for moving it, in the easiest 
manner possible. 

In our opinion buildings should never be 
located under a hill, or in a hollow, or by 
the side of a stream, or in a valley where 
there isa constant draft of damp air, or 
where the soil is springy and full of water, 
or where, for any reason water stands in the 
cellar at any season of the year. We are 
not, in farming districts, so cramped for 
room that we are obliged to build in such 
places. When we do so it is because we do 
not think of the consequence, and not be- 
cause we cannot get better locations. Who» 
that has given the subject attention, does not 
know of dwellings so located, as to cause to 
the inmates constant sickness, and an ex- 
pense for a physician that would be suffi- 
cient to remove the house every few years, 
to say nothing of happiness, loss of time and 
perhaps life. 

In this enlightened age there seems to be 
no excuse for building houses in unhealthy 
mud holes; especially is this 20 with the 
farmers, for to them dry surroundings and 
good hard roads are of the highest import- 
ance; and they have not only the health of 
their families to look after but also the live 
stock on the farm, which is quite as likely 
to suffer from a bad location as the inmates 
of the dwelling house. 


In purchasing a farm with buildings al- 
ready erected upon it, one of the first things 
to be considered should be the location of 
the buildings ; if unfavorable and unhealthy 
then whatever may be the other advantages 
of the farm, it should not be purchased, un- 
less the price be low enough to count the 
buildings out, or to warrant their removal 
toa more desirable location on the farm. 

Oftentimes more money is spent to fill up 
a mud hole than would be required to buy 
another lot on dry land, and the chances are 
that a mud hole when filled up will affect 
the water. The distance which a barnshould 
set from the house should be governed by 
circumstances and not by custom ; it should 
not be joined to the house because all of the 
neighbors have ado that plan; but the 
matter should be fully considered in connec- 
tion with the surroundings, and the particu- 
lar wants of the family. 


* 

Questions * Anstwers. 
aw ‘All questions to the Eantor, desiring answer 

through the Ploughman, should be accompanied by 


he full name of the correspondent. 





Le 


KENTUCKY BLUE GRASS, ETC. 


Editor Massachusetts Ploughman: 

1. Is Kentucky Blue Grass seed the best 
to sow on a pasture to improve it ? 

2. Will this grass give trouble in after 
years when the pasture is wanted for culti- 
vation on account of its “ readiness to take 

ssession of the soil, and root out all 
other kinds of grass?” 

3. What is the cheapest, quickest and 
best way to improve a pasture in which 
grass is failing and weeds are taking posses- 
sion P 

A reply in the Ploughman with 7 fur- 
ther information on this subject will be 
thankfully received by the readers of the 
Ploughman in this part of the country. 

Respectfully, Cc. i. P 

Hawley, Clay Co., Minn., Dec. 10, 1880. 

lst. We should not sow Kentucky blue 
grass (poa pratensis,) alone, but should add 
white clover (trifolium repens) and red top 
(agrostis vulgaris) and two or three other 
varieties best adapted to the location. Cc. L. 
p., by consulting Flint’s work on grasses, 
would be able to make a selection of varieties 
best adapted to his farm. A good pasture 
should be covered with both early and late 
varieties of grasses. 

2d. This grass, as well as all other varie- 
ties, with one or two exceptions, can be 
easily destroyed by thorough cultivation. 

3d. There are so many circumstinces to 
be taken into consideration, that without 
some knowledge of the most important 
ones, it would be difficult to answer this 
question. Land that it is not desired to 
plough may be improved and brought into 
gress by giving it a dressing of bone meal, 
or finely composted barn manure, sowing it 
with several varieties of grass seed, and har- 
rowing well with a good sharp hairow.—[Eb. 





MILLET FOR CARRIAGE HORSES, 


Editor Massachusetts Ploughman: 

Will you give me, through the Ploughman, 
your opinion of millet as a substitute for | 
hay tor carriage horses, fed wet and dry ? 

Very truly yours, 
H.K.B. | 


Walpole, Dec. 10, 1880. 
We should much prefer good hay to millet 

| for horses; but the value of millet for this 

| purpose depends very much on how fine it | 
| is, the time it is cut, and the method of cur- 

| ing. If it is coarse, and cut when in blos- | 
som, it is very difficult to cure it without | 
|having it come out smokey. In fact it is | 
| impossible to avoid the dust of the blossom. | 
| This rises in such quantities while being | 
}eaten, that it is very likely to cause the 
horse to cough fora considerable portion 
of the time. If the straw is fine and well 
cured, it makes a very good feed once a day, 
if fed wet; if cut when in blossom, it should 
never be fed to horses dry.— (Eb. 





CORRECTION. 
To the Editor Massachusetts Ploughman: 

In my comparison of the growth of two 
| trees of the same species, the types made 
| the little one grow 2.18 of a cubic foot in a 
| year. It should have been .218, or less 
| thana quarter ofafoot. Exizuk WkIGBT. 





NEEDHAM FARMERS’ CLUB. 
To the Editor of the Mass. Ploughman : 

The first regular meeting was held on Tues- 
day evening, Dec. l4th, at the residence of the 
President, Lyman K. Putney. 

The President opened the subject, “Corn 
Crop,”” by saying that Indian corn was the king 
of cereals, and been regarded as the great staple 
erop of the country. Its uses and iis intrinsic 
importance to mankind can be compared with it 
or to no other grain. 

The total amount exported from the colonies 
in 1770 was 578,349 bushels; in 1870, ( one hun 
dred years) the exports fromthe United States 
was 838,792,742 bushels, and 1875 the corn crop 
of the United States was 1,094,000,000 bushels. 
The best iiformation that he was able to get at 
this date is, that New England has largely in- 
creased in the amount raised within ten years, 
and nearly doubled within the last five, his crop 
this year was 65 bushels shelled corn to the acre, 
costing 50 cents per bushel. 

Ex-President Stevens made remarks upon the 
value of stover, and told the meeting of Dr. 
Faxon’s (of Quincy) experience, and his mode 
of packing it and curing the same. 

Messrs. Colcord and Sawin of Dover, made 
remarks upon the cost of husking corn, etc. 

The meeting adjourned at 11 o’clock P. M. 
with considerable jaw and chin, on the pop corn 
question, in which the ladies discussed, but 
barred the men folks from participating in. 

c. H 


-M,. 
Wellesley, Dec. lith, 1880. 


Horticulture. 
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THE BEURRE D’ ANJOU PEAR AND 
LINDLEY GRAPE. 


[Rural New Yorker.) 

I am happy to see by the Rural that 
Patrick Barry—than whom no man is better 
able to judge—pronounces so emphatically 
on the excellence of the Beurre d’ Anjou 
Pear and the Lindley Grape. I concur 
fully in his appreciation of both, and, al- 
though it may appear egotistical even after 
forty years of trial, I beg to repeat what I 
have often said in our pomological conven- 
tions, that if I had done nothing else beyond 
introducing the Anjou I should feel that the 
man who was so fortunate as to have been 
made the medium of doing this, would be 
remembered as a benefactor to American 
pomology- I have never known it to fail to 
yield a fair crop, having had, even in the poor 
season, 150 bushels. have it on my table 
from October to March, and, take it all in 
all, [say with Mr. Barry, “it is the best 
pear in the world.” Of the Lindley Grape 
—and it is time to drop the No. 9, the 
American Pomological Society having de- 
cided to do this long ago—I Would also 
state that from the first introduction ot 
Rogers’s grapes I have considered it one of 
the most reliable varieties. Its quality is 
but little below that of the Delaware with 
me, while in size, beauty, vigor and hardi- 
ness it is superior. As a proof of its ex- 
cellence, I selected samples of both, taking 
small berries of the Lindley, so as to have 
them in appearance as much alike as possi- 
ble, and had them tested by connoiseurs. 
Nine out of eleven persons preferred the 
Lindley. MaRrsHALL P. WILDER. 
D , Mass. 





ta Water is one of the best of deodoris- 
ers. It has great absorbing aguas and 
fresh water running h a milk-room 
keeps it free from odors. Standing water 
soon becomes with odors and then 
gives them off again. Water used in a milk- 
room to cool the milk is a great purifier, but 
must not be permitted to more than 
twelve hours before being renewed. 





a A fresh egg has a limelike surface ; 


ject, “ Horses "—kinds 
ers, Dr. O. E. Hunt, J. R. Farnum, Leonard 





stale eggs are glossy and smooth of shell. 





THE HEREFORDS. 


se 


from a county of the same name in England, 
where it has been the prevailing stock for 
time out of mind. The color is deep red 
with a white face- and more or less white 
under the body and along the shoulders. It 
is remarkable for its beef qualities, coming 


This breed of enimala derives its ror 
| 


but little after the Shorthorn in point of 
early maturity, and producing a beef far 
superior in the estimation of English con- 
noisseurs. The oxen of this breed are excel- 
lent also. The Hereford is much like the 
Devon in all its prominent characteristics: 
with considerably more size. 








WALTHAM FARMERS’ CLUB. 


| Reporied expressly for the Mass. Ploughman.] 

The second meeting of the Club was at the 
residence of Mr. E. B. Armstrong, on Lexington 
street, and though a little out of the village, the 
meeting was largely attended. 

The subject was “ Hybridizing.” The leaders 
were Henry F. Warren, Elliot A. Harrington, 
E. M. Richardson. 

Mr. Warien had present with him specimens 
from his extensive greenhouses, many of them 
rare and beavtiful plants and flowers. He de- 
scribed the different parts of the plant and flower 
and the methcd of hybridizing, and then showed 
the result in many beau'iful and rare flowers and 
exquisitely variegated leaves and the singular 
freaks which nature sometimes exhibited in re- 
turning to or manifesting the original or parent 
stock from which different varieties are formed. 

He said it was by high culture and crossing or 
hybridizing that double flowers, such as roses, 
petunias and the like were formed and, that 
as the flower doubled the plant lost in fragrance 
and the power to reproduce itselt by seeds, and 
must be multiplied or increased by cuttings» 
leaves or roots, all of which in some plants were 
capable of reproducing the plant. That nature 
itself first formed hybirds and gave to man the 
hint, and that acting upon this hint he had 
vastly increased the variety and beauty of the 
plant, vegetable and floral kingdom and ot fruits. 

Mr. Harrington said the art of hybridizing 
was in its infancy, and that it was comparatively 
recently that it had become so common. He 
spoke of the various ways in which bybrdiizing 
was done, and said that the bee was the most 
efficient agent employed by nature in fertilizing 
many plants, flowers and fruits, and in this way 
also many hybrids have been formed. He said 
that hybridizing, though apparently so simple, 
was nol 20 easily performed i= many instances -. 
That in the crosses that were formed in this way 


| for the production ot pew or rare and choice 


fruits or flowers scacrely more than one in a 
thousand of the seeds brought fruit or flower 
superior to either or both the parent stocks. 

The President asked if the wind itself was not 
often the means of causing hyorids, and if straw- 
berries and squashes were not often mixed or 
fertilized in this way. 

Mr. Harrington replied that the wind was the 
agent in some cases, as with Indian corn and 
other grains, but in the case of squashes, cu 
cumbers and strawberries, and many others, the 
bee and various other insects were instrumental 
in carrying the pollen from one plant to an- 
other. That the slightest contact or particle of 
pollen was often sufficient to fertilize, and this 
once done all other efforts to further fertilize or 
change was futile; hence in making the experi- 
ment of hybridizing the utmost care must be taken 
to keep both flowers, the fertilized and the tertil- 
izer, away from the possible reach of bee, fly or 
other insect. He said that it was these that were 
instrumental in fertilizing the fruit or seeds of 
our fruit trees, and one cause why the seeds of 
the apple or pear or other fruit so seldom repro- 
duced the same because they were so often fer- 
tilized with the pollen of some other variety by 
insects. 

Mr. Richardson said as those who had pre- 
ceded him had spoken of fruits, flowers and 
vegetables, he should confine his remarks to the 
animal kingdom. He instanced the various 
kinds of domestic animals and fowls; the horse 
in particular; what marked and singular varie- 
ties between the powerful Normandy or dray 
horse and the diminutive Shetland pony—be- 
tween the fleet Arabian, or the high-bred Eng- 
lish race horse and the scrub which shuffles 
along the streets. That bybrids were sometimes 
produced by crossing the domestic upon some 
of the wild animals, as the horse upon the zebra, 
the dog upon the fox, and the like. 

Several others spoke upon the subject and the 
discussion was one of much interest. Mr. Clark, 
formerly a resident of Waltham, but for thirty 
years a resident of California, being present, was 
called upon by the President for remarks upon 
California and its productions. He spoke of the 
difference in the fruits, vegetables and fiowers in 
California from those in New England. He said 
their method of farming was different also, that 
the old adage that 


“ He that by the plough would thrive 
Himself must either hold or drive” 


would hardly hold good there, as some men cul- 
tivated thousands and almost tens of thousands 
of acres, one farm raising other cereals sufficient 
to load a ship tor foreign ports as was sometimes 
done. That such farmers did their farming by 
the hands ot others. He said there was little if 
any small farming or gardening done as in New 
England, by Yankees there; that such farming 
was done by foftigners, as the Swiss, Italians, 
and particularly by the Chinese who were very 
nice and successful market gardeners. That the 
production of hay in California from timothy, 
clovers and the like grasses as here in New Eng- 
land was almost wholly unknown. Such hay, 
if raised at all, was only fed to the choicest of 
their horses. 

The drought of summer forbids the production 
of hay from grass, but that they procured all the 
hay they raise by sowing grain and making it 
into hay. An excellent supper was furnished the 
Club by Mr. Armstrong. During the evening 
tour additional names were given to the pro- 
gramme committee, who having reported favor- 
ably upon them, they were all unanimously 
elected making seven additional members to the 
Club thas far this season. 

The next or third meeting of the Club will be 
held at the residence of Mr. E. N. Pierce, on 
Quince street, Tuesday evening, Vec. 21st, sub- 
di vices. Lead- 





Greene, A. W. She rman. BE. B. B. 


SORE TEATS IN COWS. 


(National Live Stock Journal.] 
Take a fall pail of cold water and wash 


and rub the sores well. Use the whole pails 
ful of water before mii which cools the 


the| take care of your 


good you will receive. You will have clean 
milk, and that ie the way to have clean 





Stoch Department, 
TEXAS FEVER AND DRY MURRAIN. 
[National Live Stock Journal, Chicago.] 

Among the earlier symptums of Texas 
fever, may be mentioned, a disposition to lie 
down, especiaily in wet places, or in water; 
loss of appetite ; drowsiness; hanging ears; 
and suspension of the milk secretion. As 
the disease advances, the head is carried very 
low, the back is arched, the flank becomes 
hollow, there is trembling or twitching of 
the muscles of the neck and flanks, gradually 
increasing constipation, dung slightly tinged 
with blood, the urine becomes scanty, and of 
a dark red or even blackish color, pulsation 
and respiration is greatly accelerated, and 
great prostration ensues; the animal lies 
down, most of the time, in a stupor, unable 
to rise, and often dies in convulsions. In so- 
called dry murrain, there is gradual loss of 
appetite, loss of cud, dullness, sometimes 
diarrhea, succeeded by constipation ; pulse 
and breathing quickened ; the brain becomes 
affected, and there may be either great 
stupor or delirium with frenzy, and a run- 
ning about wildly and against everything, 
with loud bellowing. ‘The disease may ter- 
minate fatally, in from ten hours to one or 
two weeks, ending with extensive inflamma- 
tion of the stomach and intestines. 


ABOUT BULLS. 


[National Live-Stock Journal, Chicago. | 


demic of ugliness among bulls this season. 
We scarcely pick up an exchange without 
finding an account of some one having been 
injured from an attack by a vicious bull, 
and in almost every case it is stated that the 
animal had previously been uniformly gentle 
and docile. Of course “bull nature” has 
not changed materially, but somehow or 
other we seem to have had an unusual num- 
ber of cases of this kind reported during the 
last few months. The fact is, there are none 
of our domesticated animals so unruly, so 
treacherous, and so dangerous as the bull; 
and no bull should ever be trusted without 
a ring in his nose, so that he may be easily 
controlled. No one can ever tell when the 
vicious nature of a bull may show itself; 
they are as treacherous as any animal, even 
of the feline race, and their proverbial sul- 
lenness may at any moment break out into 
positive viciousness. No breeder should 
permit himself to imagine that his bull will 
prove an exception to the rule, and we rec- 
ommend that in every case the ring should 
be put inthe beast’s nose by the time he is 
a year old. And then, upon the very slight- 


asnap attached, should be provided and 
used whenever the bull is to be handled. 
Jersey bulls are, we think, more apt to prove 
vicious than those of any other breed, and 
none of them can safely be trusted after they 
are full grown. The only safety consists in 
believing them all unworthy of confidence 
and in treating them accordingly. Unlike 
nearly all other animals, the bull has no 
affection for anybody ; and when the fit takes 
him he is quite as likely to attack his at- 
tendant, no matter how kind he may have 
been, as an entire stranger. 


The Poultry Gnterest. 


WARM THE CHICKEN FEED. 


[Poultry Monthly.) 

After an experience of several seasons we 
have adopted the system of warming the 
food all through the winter and cold weath- 
er, both morning and evening, and we at- 
tribute the excellent laying qualities of the 
fowls, ina great measure, to doing this. 
The food, whether whole or broken, grain 
or other food, either dry or moistened, 
should be warmed well before feeding. Some 
breeders, as well as farmers, make a practice 
of parching their whole corn and are as- 
sured it is beneficial. Where new, unsea- 
soned corn is used for chicken food, this 
parching is a decided benefit, for it makes it 
equally as good for feeding as old seasoned 
corn. Quite a number of poultry ailments 
are caused by feeding the new srop of corn, 
and parching it will effectually prevent any 
trouble from that score. 

Wheat, which is no doubt tie best kind 
of grain for the laying fowls, much better 
than so much corn, which latter fattens so 
quickly as frequently to stop the production 
of eggs temporarily, is much improved by 
being heated well before being fed, and then 

iven to the fowls while yet warm, not hot. 

n feeding wheat, only about two-thirds as 





and when fed in that manner is very little, 
ifany, more expensive than corn. Good, 
sound wheat only should be used, for, while 
we see no objections to screenings, on the 
score of unhealthiness, screenings give but 
little available food. 


HINTS AND ITEMS. 


(Fanny Field in Prairie Farmer.) 

Somebody says that “for chicken cholera 
there is nothing better than carbolic acid, 
one drachm, with two gallons of water. Give 
it to the fowls to drink and mix their feed 
with it once a day.” 

This season we had two Pekin ducks 
that commenced laying in February and 
continued until August without wanting to 
sit. From 240 duck’s eggs we raised 203 
ducklings. 

The introduction of a pure Bronze gobbler 
among a flock of mongrel turkey hens will 


head to the turkeys raised the first season. 
The meat of turkeys that are kept sup- 
lied with charcoal during the period of 
fattening is said to be superior in point of 
tenderness and flavor. 
Plymouth Rock pullets hatched in April 
»will, if well fed onl cared for right along, 
commence laying by the middle of Septem- 


The poul r who succeeds the,best 
is the one aie the best care of his 
flock. There is no more luck ” about it 
than there is about boiling water. Put a 
fire under the kettle and the water will boil 
ultry and it will pay. 

Three-fourths of an egg is water, and some 
poultry keepers seem to think that a hen 
ought to shell out on rations that consist of 
three-fourths water and one-fourth dry corn. 


ara large per cent. of food given to 
pigs is ted when ked is 


é igs will 
not assimilate raw food like older animals, 








and they can only be fed economically by 
first cooking their feed. 


much, by measure, should be fed as of corn, 


add from three to five pounds weight per/s 


Wr itten expressly for the Massach 
“* SKIM-MILK ” 


And Its Relative Value as Compared 
with Whole Milk. 





At the Kilburn Exhibition in England Dr. 
Voelcker says he had the opportunity of as- 
certaining the composition of the cream and 
the skim-mik obtained in the Kilburn trials 
with Dr. Laval’s centrifugal cream-separa- 
tor, and as the results of my analyses are of 
interest to dairymen, as well as to the buy- 
ers and consumers of skim-milk, they are 
furnished to the readers of the “ Journal of 
the Royal Agricultural Society,” the sub- 
stance of which I condense and present to 
readers of the Massachusetts Ploughman. 

The following is the composition of the 
milk used in the Kilburu trials, and of a 
sample of the skim-milk product by Laval’s 
crean separator : 

Weole milk Skim-milk 
72 90.71 


Pe 5.11 
Mineral-matter, (ash) 0.60 
100 00 

*Containing nitrogen 0.50 


Milk well skimmed in the ordinary man- 
ner contains on an average 75 per cent. of 
butter-fat, whereas the skim-milk obtained 
in Laval’s cream-separator did not retain 
quite 25 per cent. Thus of the 31-2 per 
cent. of butter-fat 3 1-4 per cent. were ob- 
tained in the cream, and only 1-4 per cent. 
of fat passed into the skim-milk, affording 
proof of the perfect manner in which the 
butter forming constituents are separated 
from milk in passing through Laval’s rota- 
ry machine. 

Had the milk been set in pans and 
; skimmed in the usual manner instead of 3 
| 1-4 per cent. of pure butter-fat only 2 3-4 





per cent would have been obtained from the | 


whole or new milk; or, in other words, by 
| Laval’s separator 83 per cent. of the butter- 
| fat were obtained in the cream and 7 per 
cent. only left in the skim-milk ; while by the 
usual plan of skimming only 78 1-2 per 
cent. of the butter-fat of milk passes into 
| the cream, and 21 1-2 per cent. remain in 
| the skim-milk. 

In another trial at Kilburn by Dr. Voelck- 
jer, op the 8th of July, the former trial hav- 


| ing been made on the 4th, the separation of 
| butter-fat from the milk was not so perfect | 
There seems to have been a sort of epi- | as in the first trial, as seen by the following | 


results, showing the composition of ths 
| skim-milk produced : 
} Skim-milk 
| Water... ecccce © cocccccce ccccccccccose 90.49 
Butter-fat...seccccessccesees evcccccccce 0.46 
| *C isein...e+ eecccce ccccesce 
Mil&-Sugar 
‘ Mineral-matter (ash) . 


100.00 

| *Containing nitrogen ....s.eeeeeeee++ 0.48 

| In the second trial it is seen that nearly 
1-2 per cent, of the fat was contained in the 
|skim-milk. The cream obtained by means 
of the separator had the following compos 

| sition : 


| Water...c.eseeee ° 
| Butter-fat ..... 

Mineral-matter (ash) ...-++++- neduepaiie 0. 
100.00 
“Containing nitrogen......+++eeeeesee+ 0.43 

Good cream obtained in the ordinary way 


of skimming milk seldom contains as much 


est indication of temper, a strong staff, with | as 25 per cent., and generally rather less | 


| butter-fat; and quite as much casein as was 
‘contained in the cream from Laval’s ma- 
| chive. 
| The Kilburn trials thus show that cream 
from milk which has been passed through 
Laval’s cream-separator is richer in butter- 
fat than that obtained in the usual manner. 

On occasion of the dairy show held at [s- 
lington in October, Dr. Voelcker says he 
hed another opportunity of examining the 
skim-milk obtained by Laval’s cream-sepa- 
ter. This sample had the following compo- 
sition : 

Skim-milk 

WARE ce cccccccscccccscccccccsccesecs 90.82 
But er-fat ...e00..00e o seccecces cocccoe O31 
PCASEIN 2. cccsscccccccccccseccsccccsces Sl 


Milk-Sugar....... ec cccccccsevesccosece 4.7 
Mineral-matter (ash) 


*Containing nitrogen .. soecces 

Another portion of the same milk, after 
having been skimmed in the usual way con- 
tained in 100 parts : 


eereeeee 


Skim-milk. 


*Casein ... 
Milk-sugar eee ° 
Mineral matter (ash).........s0..e0e 


100.00 

*Containing nitrogen........++++++ covccces 0.59 
According to these trials, nearly four times 
as much butter-fat was left in ordinary skim- 
milk as in the skim-milk obtained in Laval’s 
cream-separator. Dr. Voelcker says, in con- 
clusion, that he may state that in these ex- 
periments the percentages of pure butter- 
fat were determined with great care, and the 
results were verified by appropriate checks. 
It has been claimed that skim-milk from 
centrifugal cream-separators is richer than 
that of the ordinary method of skimming, 
when milk is set in pans. According to Dr. 
Voelcker’s trials, the reverse seems to be 
true, that is to say, there is less butter-fat 
left in the skim-milk by the centrifugal 
method of separating the cream from the 
milk than by the pan method of separating 
the cream from the milk; facts of interest 
to those engaged in the skim-milk trade, 


skim-milk. Those who buy skim-milk ‘ordi- 
narily feel too poor to pay the price of whole 
milk. But as an article of diet, whole milk 
is altogether preferable to skim-milk, whether 
the product of the ordinary or the centrifugal 
method of separating the cream therefrom. 
Especially is this true when milk is used as 
diet for children. Were it true that skim- 
milk or milk diluted by water is preferable 
food for children, why did Nature furnish 
milk of the ordinary richness, as seen by 
the following analyses given, showing the 
composition of milk from different mammals? 
I , 
Woman's Cow's Geat’s ee 
1.54 4.0 4.08 4.50 
4.8 
3.8 
0.6 
87.0 
100.00 100.00 100.00 
One and two are analyses by Dr. Lyon 
Playfair, and three and four are by Henry 
and Chevellier. 
The comparison of whole milk drawn 
from cows varies in breeds, modes of feed- 
ing, and distance from time of calving, as 
follows: Casein, from 3.32 to 5.60 ; butter- 
fat, from 3 to 4.92 ; s , 2.79 to 5.01 ; ash. 
0.22 to 0.62; water, Ee 86.15 to 90.42, 
Thus is it seen from the analyses by the 
best organic chemists that the composition 
of the whole milk drawn from cows varies 
greatly according to conditions such as are 
indicated and named above. 
Professor Arnold states in his book on 
“ American Dairying,” that the analyses of 
skim-milk show that about one-eighth of 
the*fatty matter in milk [or the butter-fat] 
never comes to the surface. The smaller 
the globules, the slower they rise, and the 
more likelihood of their remaining in the 
skim-milk. The best part of the butter-fat 


Water. ..c.ssess.e.87.81 





whether as dairymen or buyers and users of 


rises firet in the ordinary method of setting 
milk for separating the cream. The earlier 
the skimming the better the butter, and the 
better also the skim-milk. 

Whole milk should be obtainable at prices 
for family use, especially for young children 
and infants, by the poor as well as the rich, 
so that none shall feel constrained to buy 
skim-milk for infants and young children 
because it is sold ata lower price. ‘hey 
should be provided with whole, well cured, 
pure milk. Ln W. 


FARMERS’ INSTITUTE AT MARSH- 
FIELD, MASS. 


[Reported expressly for the Mass. Ploughman. } 

A Farmers’ Institute was held under the 
auspices of the Marshfield Agricultural and 
Horticultural Society, at the Agricultural 
Hall at Marshfield, on Thursday, Dec. 16th, 
morning and afternoon. Mr. Geo. M. 
Baker, president of the society, presided. 

Mr. Lysander 8 Richards, of East Marsh- 
field, was invited to speak on 

THE CULTIVATION OF THE GRAPE, 

He explained the girdling system and its re- 
sults, (the substance of which appeared in 
an article in the columns of the Ploughman 
a short time since, under his signature,) and 
those members of the institute who dis- 
cussed it thought that premiums should be 
given for specimens of grapes from girdled 
vines as well as ungirdled vines. He also 
spoke upon the false notion of injury to the 
vine by bleeding when cut in the spring. At 
the conclusion of the discussion upon Mr. 
Richard’s remarks concerning the grape, 

Mr. Benjamin P. Ware, of Marblehead, the 
speaker engaged for the day, addressed the 
institute on 

“ THE CRISIS OF AGRICULTURE IN NEW 

ENGLAND,” 





of which we can make but a brief mention 
of some of the main points. He thought 
the farmers of New England should be 
| more united in their movements. We pay 
| too much for transportation of our products, 
| while a unity of action among the farmers 
would tend to reduce the railroad rates. 
We rush our products into the market too 
hastily, and glut it. He mentioned an in- 
| stance where, one day the past season, a half 
a dozen car loads of cabbages arrived in 
Boston, and broke down the market on that 
article. He next considered the question 
what crops it would pay to raise, and 
thought sugar beets would pay to raise in 
| New England, and in no State in the Union 
could they be raised any better than in Mas- 
sachusetts. He planted two acres with 
sugar beets the past summer, and although 
the severe drouth affected them badly, and 
| the great hail storm broke the tops off, hin- 
| dering their growth about ten days, he 
raised about sixteen tons to the acre, which 
he sold to the Portland Beet Sugar Manu 
| facturing Co., for $55, and had a return of 
many tons of beet pulp delivered at his 
farm to feed to his animals. Hogs like it, 
and fat on it. Cows do not like it at first, 
, have to learn to like it, the same as some 
cows in the backwoods not used to eating 
| Indian meal, are obliged to learn before 
| they will eat it readily. Does not think a 
horse that works hard can live wholly upon 
it and do well. A product of sixteen tons to 
an acre will produce a greater per cent of 
sugar to the ton than a product of 30 or 40 
tons to the acre. He then considered an- 
other view of the crisis in the agriculture 
of New England, in the new departure of 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


i 
| 


PRESERVING GREEN FODDER IN SILOs. 

The ensilage he considered nearly as good 
as grass, with a foss of its nutritive value of 
about 15 per cent. Where hay is got in 
without a particle of rain or dew upon it, no 
nutriment is lost; but where rain falls upon 
it in the fields there is a loss of 30 or 40 per 
cent. of its nutritive value. The founder of 
the system of preserving ensilage, says that 
where the silos are built perfectly tight, the 
ensilage will not lose anything from its green 
state, but Prof. Goessmann, of the Massachu- 


menter, states that there will be a little fer- 
mentation of the ensilage, however tight the 
silo is built. By taking out a day’s portion 
of ensilage beforehand for the cattle, it will 
ferment a little at the end of the 24 hours 
and warm the mass, and this warmth in the 
food is an advantage to the cattle in the 
winter : but it should not be out of the silo 
too long to cause too much fermentation. 
Several silos have been built the past year 
in the State, and among those he mentioned 
as opening their silos this winter were Mr. 
Foster of Beverly, whose silo opens well, 
with the ensilage in a good state of preser- 
vation, and Mr. John G. Walcutt, of Pea- 
body, who has stored 200 tons, which opens 
equally as well. 
erative than formerly, we must adopt some 
new departure, and hence he encouraged the 
raising of sugar beets and building silos for 
the preservation of green fodder, so that an 
acre in ss only enough hay for one 
cow, Will produce sufficient ensilage to keep 
eight cows, as claimed. 
Mr. Geo. Peterson spoke of the value of 
CABBAGES FOR FOOD FOR COWS 


in the winter rather thanseil them for three 
dollars per hundred; he gave them to his 
cows and they grew fat on them, and rather 
than sell his turnips for 15 cents a bushel 
he gave them to his pigs and they thrived 
weil on them. 

In the afternoon session Mr. Ware, was 
asked his experience on 

SEA MANURE. 

He said it was excellent for cabbages and for 
onions, and good for most crops, but used 
continuously on land, year after year, with 
no other manure added, the land would 
eventually run out, and so will night manure 
used in the same manner work the same re- 
sults. Rock weed is better in the spring 
than in the fall for plant food. He spoke of 
the onion maggot and how to get rid of it. 
By planting the seed one and a half or one and 
three quarters inches deep, (no deeper ) the 
maggot will not descend into the ground at 
that depth, and cannot therefore finc the lit- 
tle hole at the bottom of the bulb which 
goes up through it and through which the 
maggot enters the onion when planted shal- 


low. 

Hon. Nathaniel Whiting spoke upon 
THE VARIED EXPERIENCES OF FARMERS. 
One man’s experience is, that in giving 
apples to cows it fats them, and another's is 
that it injures them. The season regulates 
the profit in crops. Onions do well some 
seasons, and other seasons badly. Don’t put 
all your eggs in one basket ; act on the prin- 
ciple of raising a little of everything that the 
community demands. The world deperds 
upon,the farmer for a living ; his labor is bet- 
ter than gold, in being of greater value to 
humanity. Messrs. Stetson, Chandler, 
Welch, and others icipated in the discus_ 
sions which were to with much in- 
terest by the audience assembled. A 
bountiful collation was provided by the so- 

ciety, as usual, for all present. 

A vote of thanks was given to Mr. Ware 
for his able address and valuable answers to 
questions throughout the day. Another in- 
stitute will be held st same place about th 


setts Agricultural College, a careful experi- | 


Farming being less remun- | 


EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING 


OF THE 


MASS, STATE ‘‘ GRANGE” 


GREENFIELD, "ASS... 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 
December 21, 22 and 23, 1880. 


TUESDAY—FIRST DAY. 


ADDRESS OF WELCOME 
By Bro. A. K. Warner, Master of “Guiding 
,Star” Grange. 


| Reported expressly for the Mass. Ploughman.] 


Worthy Master and Brothers and Sisters,—It 
is with no ordinary pleasure that I stand bere to 
welcome you, Sir Master of the State Grange, to 
hold your session in Greenfield; here, sir, you 
will be welcome by generous hearts and liberal 
hands, for the are 
whole-souled peop'e, rejoicing in their boundless 
resources, and proud of their pleasant town. 

Asa citizen of Greenfield I extend to you a 
most cordial, hearty and sincere welcome. Com- 
ing as you do from the various sections of Mass- 
achusetts, representing as you do, the most hon- 
orable of all the industrial interests of the world, 
and meeting here to conter together, and to act 
together for the improvement, elevation and ad 
vancement of the agricultural class, as well as 
| to labor for the good of the whole community, 
| itis right and proper, and I esteem it a high 
| privilege in behalf of the citizens of Greentield 

to extend to youa warm and hearty greeting 
Our hearts go out to know how we can best 
add to your comforts while you are visiting the 
|birthp'ace of your order. May your united 
| efforts to develop a better and higher manhood 
fand womanhood among the great agricultural 
class be crowned with a glorious success; may 
| vour earnest e:deavor 10 suppress personal, 
local and se-tional prejudice, and selfish ambi- 
tien be richly rewarded, by fulfilling one great 
mission of your paternal organization. As this 
| is the annual mee'ing of our order, the cere- 
| monies and spirit of the hour mark a memorable 
| period in our history, and standing as on some 

vast pile, the foundations of which rest on the 
labors and exertions of a few friends of humani- 
ty, who at Washington, D.C., Aug. 5th, 1867, 
originated and perfected the organization, the 
Order of Patrons of Hu-bandry. We survey 
the records and monuments th y have given us 
of their genius, wisdom and unselfish devotion. 
So it is but fitting that we at this time summon 
the records of the past to our aid, anv in imagi- 
nation travel with our early brethren the rough 
and rugged paths, scanning a» fully as we may 
the several steps « hich have brought us together 
here to day. 

We cannot, of course, in the brief time allotted 
us, examine the subject as minutely as our own 
desires might dictate ; we can at best, but note a 
few points of its short history. The order grew 
in numbers rapidly for two years, and we 
counted our numbers by the thousands. But it 
should be remembered we then counted all, 
whether uctiveor dormant. The useless and in 
active members bave retired, and to-day the 
Grange movement has reached a solid founda- 
tion. It stands ready for a more healthy 
growth, with an outspoken determination by 
the present members of the organization to be- 
come a power that shall give the farming inter 
esis a fair and equal protec 10n with other inter 
ests. To-day they are tbe largest society that 
ever existed on ‘his c ntinent. 

Worthy Master and Patrons, I rej: 
are here, and I trust you will receiy 
handed welcome from all you meet, ar 
yours journ with us will be fil 
pleasure, and your visit be one i@iiky 
profi: to this vicinity. As I look over tifis assem- 
bly to-dey, and bid you all welcome, I see many 
that were here at the first meeting seven years 
ago, butdeath has broken our circle, and le& 
two vacant chairs. Two worthy brothers have 
departed this life for a better, who, while with 
us lived by and loved the beautitul precepts of 
our order. We miss to-day the counsels of 
Brother T. L. Allis of Conway, and Brother 
Henry E. R ce, of Barre. They were both with 
us ut the first meeting here. We knew their 
personal worth, and in our grateful hearts we 
cherish their memory sacred. Ixt us remember 
their many virtues and endcavor to imitate them 
Brother Rice was with us much longer, and we 
learned to look upon his lite as a beacon light. 
The light of such a lite never goes out. Death 
may shaiter to pieces the earthly form that en 
shrines it, but the life itself will shine forever 
and ever. While I »gain welcome you, one and 
all, let us thunk Him through whom we live 
and have our being, that we are permitted to as 

j} semble again at the appointed time for our 
eighih annual session. May your deliberations 
and our frateroal intercourse and interchange of 
| thought at this season be of lasting benefit to 
| the Subordinate Granges of this State, and es- 
| pecially those located in this vicinity. 


inhabitants ot Greenfield 
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Response of Bro. James Draper, 
Master of Mass. State Grange. 


| Itis with pleasure I respond to your words of 
friendly greeting, and in behalf of the Massa- 
chusetts State Grange I thank you most sincerely 
} and beartily tor your kind and cor ial welcome 
| Jam reminded by your words, Brother War- 
ner, that it was in this beaatitul town of Green- 
field that the “ Evening Star” in the Grange 
|universe of Massacuusetts first shed its twink- 
ling light. Iam reminded that here the Grange 
child was nurtured in its infancy, and how 
| hard it has struggled again-t misfortune and ad- 
| versity through those seven eventful years. 

I recall the annual sojourn of this Body in 
other places; at Palmer, Worcester, Springti ld, 
Pittstield, Holyoke, Amherst, then to Worcester 
jagain. To-day we have come back to the home 

ot our childhvod. We come not back like the 
“ Prodigal Son” in hunger, poverty and rags, 
| with a sad, repentant heart, burdened with sor- 
|row over a misspent life, but we return with 
some such feelings as fill the breast of the sol 
ders in a returning victorious army. 

True it is, we come back covered with scars 

showing many a conflict with opposing forces. 
We have been assailed by sharp ridicule, and 
our rauks bave been weakened by slckness and 
disease, by the apathy and indifference of our 
members. Some of the best soldiers that en- 
listed early in the war have been disheartened, 
and without any immediate signs of relief they 
| have hopelessly and reluctantly dropped out by 
| the wayside. 
Brothers and sisters of Greenfield and vicinity, 
| we are glid to have the opp rtunity of meeting 
with you to-day in your beautiful town, situated 
so pleasantly on the border of the famous Con- 
necticut Valley, that so tar back as memory car- 
ries us has been known to us as the Garden of 
New England. As Nature has fav red you with 
fertile lands, such charming landscapes, and 
your thrift and energy has built up such thriv- 
ing towns and villages, and your intelligence, 
labor and frugality has given you such cheerful 
homes, it is natural for us to expect that our 
noble order would here find many active, earnest, 
thinking, Joyal members. 

We are aware that bere, as in other localites, 
there has been a tempora' suspension of active 
Grange work. But that does not discourage us, 
for we know that every effort to promote the 
welfare of mankind has its dark days, and it is 
through the struggles, bardships and discour- 
agements in life that the truest, noblest and 
most lasting characters ot our life are developed. 

We have come here not only to get good to 
ourselves, but we hope to do you good in return. 
We hope that our brief visit will leave pleasant 
and lasting impressions upon your members 
here. Impressions that shall convince them of 
the strength and magnitude of the work in which 
we are engaged, and that is worth every effort 
we may make, no matter at how greata sacri 
fice ot personal ease it may require. 

We believe that the golden opportunity Is at 
hand to make the influence of our order felt 
through this whole valley ; and for one I can see 
wo better legacy for you to leave those —_ he ill 
soon fill your places than a goodly num - he 
active, working, useful Granges, where shal be 
gathered from time to time your father, mothe r, 
sister and brother, son and daughter, a ne 
fraternal board, wielding their influence al 
around them in matter ofeducation, rel gion, com 
merce, agriculture, and the affairs of Government. 

Yes, I can see in this beautiful valley, - your 
pleasant flourishing farm homes, that under the 
noble teachings of our grand oder that itis pos 
sible for you to enjoy as much of Eden bere as 
any of Adam’s — a enjoyed since the gates 

a ise were closed. 
af and sisters of the order, dwellers in 
this beautiful town and county, I thank you 
again in behalf of this Body for your friendly 
words and your cordial, hearty welcome. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 


Bro. Benj. P. Ware, Chairman. 





The Executive Committee beg leave to submit 

the,following 
REPORT. 

At the last annual meeting of the State Grange 
a special committee was appointed to act in con- 
junction with the Executive Committee, to in- 
vite the Worthy Master of the National Grange 
to visit Massachusetts and make suitable ar- 
rangements for his visit. This committee was 
also to confer with the officers of the State 
Grange of all the other New England States, in 
reference to inviting the Worthy Master of the 





middle of January. R. 





National Grange to extend bis visit to those 
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CHRISTMAS CAROL. 


—_AA- 


A WHISPER IN YOUR BAR AS CHRISTMAS I8 
COMING. 
Into the silent waiting East 
There cometh a shining light— 
Far, far, 
through a dull gray bar 
Closing over a dying star 
That watched away the night— 
Rise, rise, shine and glow, 
Over a wide white world of snow, 
Sun of the Christmas-tide! 


Out of the Northland bleak and bare, 

O wind with a royal roar, 
Fly, fly. 

Through the broad arch d sky 

Flutter the snow, and rattle and cry 
At every silent door— 

Loud, load, ti!l the children hear, 

And meet the day with a ringing cheer 
* Hail to the Christmas tide!” 


Oat of the four great gates of day 

A tremulous music swells; 
Hear, hear, 

Now sweet and clear, 

Over and under and far and near, 
A thousand happy bells; 

Joy, Joy, and jubilee! 

Good-wiil to men from sea to sea, 
This merry Christmas-tide! 


Lo! in the bomes of every land 
The children reign to-day ; 
They alone, 
With our hearts their throne, 
And neve 
Smal! bands to rule and sway! 

the Christ-child’s love— 
world, a white, white dove— 


a scepter bat their own 


Peace, peace 
Flies over th 

This happy Christmas-tide! 
Juliet C. Marsh, in Wide Awake. 





Ladies’ Department. 
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THE WAIF ; 


RUTH RAYNOR’S RIVAL 
BY CULONEIL 


PRENTISS INGRAHAM, 


Dr. Lucian Verne sat alone in hiv luxuri- 
ously-furnished library, gazing into the 
burning coals with a far-away look in his 
handsome eyes, and a stern expression upon 
his shapely mouth. 

In worldly wealth he had everything to 
make him happy; he had delved deep into 
science, travelled extensively, was honored 
and greatly sought after in society, especially 
by fasc inating widows with meagre incomes, 
and mothers with 
monial carpet; but, at thirty, he was still a 
bachelor, and no woman could claim that 
she had won more than courtesy from him— 
yes, there was one woman that could have 
done so; but that was in the past, and it 

was a broken dream of love that left its im- 
press upon Lucian Verne’s face and heart. 

A ring at the door, he did not heed, but 
the coming in of the butler, with a bundle 

in his arm and a lugubrious expression upon 
his face, he noticed. 

* What is t, Dennis 

“I'm sure I doesn’t know, sur; it moight 
be a boy, and it moight be a girl.” 

“What do you mean, sir?” asked the 
doctor, sternly, disliking this breaking in 
upon his reverie, painful though it seemed. 

“It’s a blissid baby, sur.” 

Dr. Verne wheeled in his chair as though 
Dennis had said it was an anaconda, and re- 
peated 

“A what?” 

“No, sur; a baby I take it ;” and Dennis 
came forward with the bundle in his arms; 
a mass of dainty wraps that enfolded a wee 
form, and from which peeped two large 
blue eyes that looked into Lucian Verne’s 
face, and in spite of the stern look it met* 
the little rosy mouth was puckered up w't 
& smiie. 

* It isa baby, Dennis, and a beau‘ 
wo.” P 

“So I was afther thinking, sur.” 


e 
it 


“ What can it mean? ” | 


“I’m not a father, sur, « 
me I’m not knowing.” 

“TI say what d 

“ Sure, 
fetched.” 

“ That 

‘T'm will 
en oO 


i lor the Loife of 


yming here?” | 
walk; it was 


5 it ) at 


se ; give it to me.” 
sur,” answered Dennis, who 
iding it pretty much as he 


® 


baa 


bite him. 


Into his arms Dr. Lucian Verne took the | 
little infant, and then beheld upon its baby | 


collar a tiny note, which he hastily detached | 
and read aloud. 

It was as follows 

* Relying in the beart of Dr 
cast my child at his door and 
until it can be claimed by 


Lucian Verne, I 


ipo 
1M 


gave no clew; but the silent appeal decided 
Lucian Verne, and’ he said 

“* Send the housekeeper here, Dennis.” 

“ Sure, sur, she’s an old maid and would 
niver know anything—” 

“ Do as I bid you, Dennis.” 

“Yes, sur;" and disappeariag, Dennis 
soon returned with a kindly-faced woman of 
forty, evidently belonging that much- 
abused class, old maids. 

“Miss Marcy, here is a child sent to my 
door-step, and from whom or where I cannot 
tell; this note accompanies it, and 1 shall 


to 


obey its request, and care for the little one ; | 
so | give it into your charge, and to-morrow | 


you can engage 4 nurse for it.” 

“Oh, sir, your good heart prompts this, 
and | hope you will not have cause to re- 
gret; but it will be pleasant to have a baby 
in the house, and I'll take the best of care 
of her.” 

“ Js it a her, Miss Marcy?” 

“ Well, sir, | cannot—that is—” 

“Never mind, madam; take him, her, or 
it, and care for the little thing.” 

And Lucian Verne turned once more to 
his musing; but the reverie was broken, he 


| 
had become restless, and with quick, nervous 


step he paced the room, for somehow that 
baby face recalled haunting memories from 


the buried past. 
. 


Eighteen years have passed away since 
that night when Lucian Verne’s reverie was 
broken by the coming of that little infant, 
and in all that time not one regret has the 
kindly man had that he cared for the waif; 
for, through girlhood and maidenhood, the 
child of adoption brought only sunshine 
into the grand old homestead where the 
Goctor’s ancestors had dwelt for nearly a 
century. 

As he once more sits in his library, gaz- 
ing into the glowing embers, few changes 
have the years stamped upon his face, though 
his hair is tinged with silver and his form 
grown stouter, perhaps. 

Again the door opens, and in sweeps 
Felice ; but no longer the baby girl, for she 
had grown into a beautiful woman, with 
dark blue eyes that seem to read ones soul 
golden hair, and a form of rare grace. 

“Guardie, a letter just received from 
Ruth says she wishes me to visit her in the 
city for a few weeks. May 1?” 

“ Certainly, Felice; I will take you there 
whenever you wish to go. When shall it 
be ?” 

“ To-morrow.” And the day after found 
Felice Verne—for she had taken her guardi- 
an’s name,—a guest of Ruth Raynor, the ac- 
knowledged belle of Hartford, and yet less 
beautiful by far than was Felice. 

“ Wewill have plenty of company, my dear, 
and one who is my especial admirution, for he 
18 @ naval officer on leave ; is rich as Creesus 
handsome, and I,ve set my cap for him, 20 
Iwarn you beforehand that it must he 
* hand’s off,’ for as | tell you, I am dead in 
love with him,” said Ruth, ina laughing way 
but she had already laid her plans and did 
not wish to be thwarted. 

And yet how strange is woman nature ; for 
though Felice made a resolve never to cause 
her friend a pang of jealousy, and in fact to 
dislike Lieutenant Horace Graves, she had 

no sooner set eyes on him than her heart 
gre & strange throb, and as chance threw 

er with him a great deal during the eve- 
ning, she went to her room that night con- 
scious that she had met the one man she 
could love. 

And the young officer, too, remembered 
those blue, lustrous eyes that had looked 
into his own, and from before his vision 
flitted the proud face of Ruth Raynor, and 
upon his heart was indelibly stamped the 
— beautiful face of Felice Verne. 

n 


— 
Ov 

frankl 
herself. 


And the da 
dashed up to 


courage him, for it is 


once in the fascinating 
her resolve, and she 


daughters on the matri-| 


would have held a mad dog he feared would | 


1 his mercy, | 
OTHER.” 
The writing was evidently disguised and/ 


the days glided into a week, and 
returned home, angry with herself for 
& man whom Ruth had told her 
was pledged to her, and yet whose 
ook and act spoke of admiration for 


after her return a horseman 


erne Homestead, 
- ema Felice saw that it 34 A 


stop, and I = not en- 
wrong to Ruth,” 
said, as she descended te the parlors ; = 
6 presence she forgot 
invited him to remain 


he gladly accepted. , ; 
“ Guardie, what do you think of Lieuten- 
ant Graves?” she asked, as the two sat in 
the library that night after his departure. — 
“An Ai g! hand man, a bril- 
liant talker, and one who has nobility 
stamped upon his face; in fact, 1 like him 


exceedingly.” 
“He is ed to Ruth Raynor, I be- 
lieve,” said Felice, in a choking voice. 

“ Then she will get a good husband, while 
he will not find her the woman he should 
marry; for though I like Ruth, my child, 
she has not the heart and soul you 
have.” 

Felice sighed and retired to her room, but 
not to rest, for the germ of sorrow was tak- 
ing root in her heart. 

And the next day Horace Graves appeared 
at Verne Homestead, and the next; and as 
they sat in the parlor together, up dashed 
Ruth Raynor on horseback, and with easy 
courtesy the young officer went out and 
aided her to alight, while Felice met her 
with flushed face, for she had determined 
that very day to tell the lieutenant his visits 
to her must cease. 

* Lieutenant Graves, I wrote you a note, 
asking you to ride out here with me, and 
finding you gone 1 determined to come 
alone ; but, of course, you will be my escort 
home ?” 

“ Willingly, Miss Ruth.” And an hour 
after the two departed from Verne Home- 
stead and rode slowly back to the city. 

And in that ride Horace Graves heard 
from the false yet beautiful lips of the jeal- 
ous girl a story which cast suspicion upon 
the parentage of Felice, and her heart was 
wild with passion when he coolly replied : 

“I am not one, Miss Raynor, who holds 
the child responsible for the sins of the pa- 
rents; and lam somewhat surprised, that, 
looking upon Miss Verne as you do, you 
should still call her friend.” 

Ruth felt that she had gone too far; but 
determined not yet to give up the man she 
had determined to entrap—for her father 
had told her that she must marry him, as 
his money would tide the firm of Raynor 
& Co, over financial difficulties—she tried 
to retract what she had said ; but succeeaing 
illy, she arrived at home out of humor with 
herself and the world in general. 

But her insinuations did not check the 
visits of Horace Graves to Verne Home- 
stead, and at last, at the request of Felice, 
Doctor Verne spoke to him about them. 

“If my society is distasteful to you and 
Miss Verne, Doctor, I will cease my visits; 
but I had fondly hoped to the contrary ; in 
truth it was my intention to ask your per- 
mission to offer my hand and heart to your 
beautiful daughter,” he said, in a hurt tone. 

“ But, Graves, how about your engage- 
ment to Miss Raynor ?” 

“An idle rumor, sir, I pledge you, for 
never had | a thought for more than frend- 
| ship for Miss Raynor.” 

“And yet she told Felice to the contrary.” 

“She said that which was false, sir. Why, 
in confidence, I will tell you that the night 











| 


to tea and meet her guardian,—an invitation | 


———————— 


made in the human skin. The use of this is 
to scrape off the meat from the bones of the 
animals, for the lion is not « great bone- 
eater—he leaves the bones for the hyenas to 
crack, these animals having teeth especially 
constructed for the cracking of bones. This 
peculiar roughness of the tongue is also 
present, but in a less degree, in the common 
cat, and it can be seen when the cat lapping 
milk, but still better if the tongue of a de- 
funct specimen be taken out, put for a while 
in spirits, and then pinned out tight on a 
board. This rough tongue is of great im- 
portance to the health of the lion.— band 
and Water. 


“ONLY A FARMER.” 


“I don’t like the country, and I never 
would have come here but for the chance of 
becoming Mrs. Allen Waters—that’s the 
truth.” 

Her mother looked up amused at the 
frankness of her youngest daughter, and, as 
for the eldest daughter, Dora, she sank back 
in her seat with a pained blush in her cark 
cheek. 

“I am sure, Ada, you need not complain. 
You have a far easier living at the Holly- 
hocks than either mother or I,” she said. 

“ Why everything need be so hateful, I 
dor’t see,” grumbled Miss Ada, frowning 
under her flaxen curls. “If father hadn't 
died now, he might have run along for 
years, until Dora and I were suitably mar- 
ried, and kept up appearances so we could 
have made good matches. Now everybody 
knows we are poor.” 

“And everybody knows we are honest!” 
cried Dora, who still trembled at the men- 
tion of her dead father. “ We settled every- 
thing as honorably as possible, and came 
here to live, glad of Uncle Alfred’s offer— 
at least I was.” : 

“And I am sure I was, my dear,” said 
Mrs. Atherton, with a sigh. “I am thank- 
ful to have a roof over my head in my old 


e. 
me Uncle Alfred was absorbed in floricul- 
ture, and made a pet of the place for years. 
It is lovely here, I think,” said Dora, lean- 
ing to look out into the bright summer gar- 
den. 

“I don't care for flowers,” returned Ada, 
moodily. “I can’t make myself happy with 
hose and watering pots. I think it would 
be better than this, with the Waters’ place 
opposite. But Allen Waters is away and 
the gates shut against us. In fact, there is 
nobody here.” 

“You calculated a great deal on the so- 
ciety of a man you don’t know in the least, 
Ada,” said Dora, returning to her sewing. 

“I’m not in the least bit like you, Dora, 
with your notions of congeniality and simi- 
lar tastes,” burst forth Ada, “I’ve a taste 
for comfort and luxury, and I could love 
any man who could give them tome. Be- 
sides,” somewhat moderating her violence, 
as her mother looked annoyed at her ex- 
treme stateme .t, “ you know we have always 
heard of what a fine fellow Allen Waters 





|of my arrival in town, I overheard, uninten- 
tionally, a conversation in aroom that ad- 
joined mine at the hotel, in which Mr. Ray- 
|nor was talking to one of his New York 
| creditors, and told him his daughter would | 
soon marry a very wealthy man, and that | 
}then his bills would be paid, and inquiry | 
| proved to me that Miss Raynor was yet to| 
| find the man, without vanity, as I am rich, | 
| may say / was the victim selected.” 
* Lieutenant Graves, pardon me for mis- 
| understanding your motives, and believe me 
}you shall ever be a welcome visitor in my | 
house.” 

“Then I have your consent, sir, to offer | 
myself to Miss Verne ?” 
“ You have ; but first let me tell you that 
she is not my child. I am a bachelor, and | 
eighteen years ago she was left at my door, 
with a note asking me to care tor the little 
waif. 1 have done all in my power to do so ; | 
but who were her parents I have not the re- | 
| motest idea, and yet I love her as dearly as | 
though she were my own daughter.” 
| “Doctor Verne, I have heard before this 
| story, and it was told to place Miss Verne in 
la bad light in my eyes; but it failed, for !| 
love her devotedly, and care not whether her | 
parents were rich or poor, honest or other- 
wise ; for Felice, not them, do I love.” | 
| Doctor Verne led Horace Graves into the | 
family sitting-room, where Felice sat, ner- 


| 


*! vous and miserable; but from that moment 


| she became happy, for, without intending it, 
he had become Ruth Raynor’s successful | 
cival, 

And six months after there was a wedding | 
at Verne Homestead, and among the guests | 
was one who had not been invited—a state- 
ly, handsome woman—who in afew words | 
told her story of how, in the long ago, she | 
had loved Lucian Verne, but had been forced 
by her parents to marry an older man of 
vast wealth, who had failed in business a few 
|years after, and taking his own life in des- | 
pair, had thrown her and her child penniless 
upon the world. 

Then it was she went back to her old love, 
jand left upon his doorstep her baby girl, 
while she went forth in the world to strug- 
gle for her daily bread ; and though success- 
|tul, she had never had the heart to take the 
| little waif away from the man who had so 
nobly reared and cared for it; but, now that 
her daughter was to become a wife, she came 
forward to prove that no stain rested upon 
ner parentage. 
| The scene that followed, kind reader, pen 
|cannot portray; but it was a merry gather- 
jing that night in Verne Homestead, and 
j}when Horace and Felice returned from a 
| year’s tour abroad, they found a warm wel- 
| come from loving parents, for Doctor Lucian 
| Verne had forgiven and forgotten the past, 
| and the mother of the little waif had become 
| his wife, and at last had sunshine come to 
them.—N. Y. Ledger. 


WHAT SHE WANTED. 


| ‘* What shall I give you, my love, my own!’ 
Said the enraptured youth to his lady fair; 

| * Baogles and bracelets for your white arms, | 
| Or jewels to twine in your golden hair ? 
| A shawl from the looms of the fervid East, | 
| Or satins and silks from those of France ? 
| What shall I give you, my love, my own!” 

And he turned upon her bis tenderest glance. | 


And the maiden’s eyes they brightly shone, 
With the ligt ot joy and of love and truth, 

And her breath came quick as ber ear drank in 
The honeyed words of this ardent youth. 

| Round her slender waist he had placed an arm, 

As he toyed with the curls on her sunny head, 
| “ What shall I give you ?” repeated he, 
! 


“ Not quite so much taffy,” she archly said. 
— Selected. 


WHAT IS A COLD? | 


It is startling to discover how little we | 
know about the commoner forms of dis- | 
ease. For example, a “cold ;” what is it? | 
How is it produced, and in what does it 
|}consist? It is easy to say a cold is a chill. 
| A chill of what part of the organism? We 
| know by daily experience that the body, as 
a whole, or any of its parts may be reduced 
to a considerable lower temperature than 
will suffice to give a man a cold if the so 
| called chill be inflicted upon the surface sud- 
denly. Is it, then, the suddenness of a 
reduction of temperature that causes the 
cold? It would be strange if it were so, 
because few of the most susceptible of mor- 
tals would take eold from simply handling a 
piece of cold metal, or poor» Bec contact 
with ice. The truth would seem to be that 
what we call cold-taking is the result of a 
sufficient impression of cold to reduce the 
vital energy of nerve centres presiding over 
the functions in special organs. If this be 
the fact, it is easy to see why nature has 
provided the stimulus of a strong fit of 
sneezing to rouse the dormant centres and 
enable them at once to resume work and 
avoid evil consequences. This explains why 
the worst effects of cold do not, as a rule, 
follow upon a “chill” which excites much 
sneezing. Shivering is a less effective con- 
vulsion to restore the paralyzed nervous 
energy, but in a lower degree it may answer 
the same purpose. The shivering that results 
from the effects of a poison on the nervous 
centres is a totally different matter. We 
speak only of the quick muscular agitation 
and teeth chattering which wccurs whenever 
the body is exposed to cold, and evil resul’s 
do not ensue. It follows from what we have 
said that the natural indication to ward off 
the effects of a chill is to restore the vital 
energy of the nerve centres, and there is no 
more potent influence by which to attain this 
object than a strong and sustained effort of 
the will. The man who resolves not to take 
cold seldom does.— Lancet. 





THE LION'S TONGUE. 
peculiar formation of the lion’s 


The very 
e did not escape the notice of our anat- 
st, but he does not say much aboutit. I 
have now in my hand the dried tongue of a 
lion ; it is covered with sharp-pointed horny 
apille, set very thickly upon its surface. 
he papille on the front portion of the 
tongue are much larger than those in the 
rear part.of the tongue, but the smaller ones 
are set much closer together than those in 
front. Each papille consists of a horny 
spine, the point of which is curved and set 


to 
o 





| coming all to pieces,” said Dora, trembling 


| some nails, and with a stone pounded away 


was?” 

Dora said no more. Her bright, dark 
face burned with indignation. She was 
ashamed of A a, aon 5 yet secretly tried 
to make some excuse for her sister. 

Day by day Ada continued her complaints 
of the Hollyhocks. She was miserable her- 
self, and she certainly made everybody else 
so. While Dora was as busy as a bee, Ada 
moped herself almost sick. ; 

The little phaeton which Dora had driven 
in asa child was left to the family, and at 
her mother’s suggestion, Dora hired a mild, 
fat Dobbin of a neighboring farmer one day 
and invited Ada to a drive. 

“ There’s lovely scenery along the valley 
road. It will make a little change for you, 
Ada. Besides, I’ve a bit of news to liven 
you up.” 

Ada turned languidly. 

“allen Waters is coming home,” said 
Dora with a faintly mischievous smile. 

After a moment’s thought Ada rose, ar- 
rayed herself in her prettiest driving cos- 
tume, and entered the carriage. 

“Drive past the Waters estate, Dora. 
What a fat, lazy horse! There is no fun in 
driving if you can’t drive in style. There, 
now see the Waters’ place. It’s all I ex- 
pected it to be. There’d be some comfort 
in living if one could be mistress there. It’s 
no better marriage than I ought to have 
made if papa had not failed.” 

And, witn discontented lips and an arro- 
gant toss of the head, Ada was driven past 
a hay wagon in which was a man in his shirt 
sleeves. F 

He glanced at the young ladies with 
frank curiosity. 

“Did you bow, Dora? Impudent fellow! 
How he stared! Country folks!” sneered 
Ada. 

“ | bowed because he bowed to us, Ada. 
You would not have me repel such a mere 
civility. He is probably some one who 
knows us, though we are strangers here.” 

“I detest such people.” 

“ [ don’t think I could detest any one who | 
wore such white shirt sleeves, and looked so 
comfortable under a broai straw hat this 
hot day, laughed Dora, carelessly. 

But the very next moment Ada was 
thankful for the existence of “ such people,” 
for the phaeton broke down, and, with a 
dismal scream, she was tipped from her seat 
and landed among the roadside buttercups 
and clover. 

The mild, fat old horse instantly stopped. 
Dora looked anxiously about her for help. 
No house was near. She looked appealing- 
ly up and down the quiet road; then—oh, 
gladly !—she saw the hay wagon, the straw 
hat, and the white shirt sleeves drawing 
near. 

“You have broken down,” said the own- 
er, hastily jumping down. 

“Thank you, yes. The carriage seems 


with frght. ‘Could you do any thing to 
help? 1 should be, oh, so much obliged to 
you?” 

“ Yes,” said Ada, shaking the dust off he 
silk skirts. “ We are the Misses Atherton. 
We will pay you of course.” 

The man bent tolook at the axletree. His 
face was turned toward Dora, and she saw 
him smile. 


while, you don’t know half my faults,” she 
murmured, 

“I don’t care if I don’t,” he laughed, “I 
love you and have loved you ever since you 
offered me that half sovereign so charmingly, 
blushing and ashamed of the smail sum. 
Why, you little darling, do you know your 
ap dark eyes kept me from meeting 
A “5 who would have paid me $100 that 

y 

“And you have never got it ?” cried Dora, 
aghast. 

“No; but that does not matter. I have 
your half sovereign, and had rather have it.” 

Such an incorrigible fellow as that of 
course had his own way, and Dora became 
Mrs. Allen Waters. She loves her husband 
b cause, under all circumstances, she finds 
him a gentleman. And Ada is in the sulks. 
— Selected. 


WHERE SHINES THE STAR?! 


“ Ob, where did the boautitul star go, 
The beautiful star in the East? 

Did it set forever that Christmas morn 
When its wonderful mission ceased ? 


** Or was it a planet like the rest, 
With earth, and water and sky, 

Which the dear Christ in his downward flight, 
Smited on, as he passed it by. 


“ Quick when it caught the wonderful gleam, 
So bright that it pierced all space, 

It could not choose but light the whole world 
And point to the gloritied face.” 


My little girl's eyes were full of thought 
As she asked me this question grave ; 

And I, like one in the presence of kings, 
Was an awed and silenced slave. 


She weighed my wisdom and found it void; 
Ah, yes! it was very plain, 

From thet day forth I must abdicate 
And be oracle ne'er again. 


So I said, “ My darling, I cannot tell, 
Perhaps it was as you say, 

The beautiful star caught its wondrous light, 
As the Christ sped on his way. 


* Bat if it is so or not, I think 
It has never sunk quite out of sight.” 
And she cried out quick in her joyous way, 
“O, let us go find it to-night!” 


Ah! little one, we are not shepherds, or wise, 
But may we not see as they did ? 

Not with our eyes, but down in our souls, 
The star not quite veiled or hid. 


But shining clear with a living light, 
With a light that'll never dim, 
Till it pierces e’en through the outer night 
And leads us straight to him. 
—Alice E. Ives, inthe Detrowt Free Press. 


CHRISTMAS IN BETH- 
LEHEM. 


BY LYDIA M. FINKELSTEIN. 

Older people, if not so buoyant, feel 
happier, and their hearts, if saddened and 
hardened by the world’s trials, soften toward 
each other, and a feeling of love toward all 
humanity is kindled in their bosoms, when 
they think of the Saviour, who eighteen hun- 
dred years ago so humbled himself for the 


commemorated in Bethlehem. For twelve 
days later the Greek Church commemorates 
it, with perhaps even more pomp than the 
Catholic; then two weeks later the Arme- 
nians observe theirs; so that Bethlehem is 
crowded with thousands of spectators and 
or for about four weeks.—The Jn- 


LITTLE ONE'S CHRISTMAS EVE 
BY LILLIE E, BARR. 
Mother, wash me clean to-night, 
Wash my little hands all white; 
Lay tn curls my soft brown hair, 
See my cheeks are rosy fair. 
Make me pure and sweet to sight, 
For the Christ-Child comes to-night. 


Wash me clean from head to feet, 
Snowy nightdress fresh and sweet, 

I will s:y my prayer and rest, 

With my hands crossed on my breast. 
Perhaps the Christ-Child, on his way, 
By my little bed will stay. 


Mother, pardon me, 1 ask, 
Naughty word and slighted task; 
Let me go to bed to-night 
Pure and sweet and snowy white. 
‘Lhen the Christ-Child, on his way, 
By my little bed may stay 
— The Independent. 


AVISIT TO SANTACLUAS'S 
SHOP. 


A CHRISTMAS STORY. 


BY NELLIE M. GARABRANT. 


It wag nearly nine o’clock when ‘lommy 
and Rosy went to bed on Christmas Eve. 
Their stockings had been hung up, and they 
wished very much for the next morning to 
come. Sallie Ann was Rosy’s dolly, and she 
wore stockings. One of them had to be 
hung up with the others. 

In ten minutes Tommy and Rosy and the 
dolly were all fast asleep. Inthe middle of 
the night Tommy woke, and found Rosy sit- 
ting up in bed. She was looking at some- 
thing. Tommy wanted to know what it was. 
He turned over, and what should he see but 
Santa Claus himself! 

The dear old man was buttoned up to his 
chin in a coat of white fur. He was busy 
filling the stockings. 

“There!” said Santa Claus, “I’ve for- 
gotten Rosy’s doll, and I shall have to go 
ail the way back and get something for it.” 

“I wish you'd take me with you,” said 
Tommy, boldly. 

“ An’ me too, if you please, Mister Santa 
Claus,” added Rosy. 

“Hallo!” shouted Santa Claus, “ you 
awake, youngsters ?” 

“Yes, sir,” answered Tommy, “and we 
want you to take us to ride in your sleigh.” 

* Well, well, well!” laughed the old man. 
“ Santa Claus can’t refuse the children any- 
thing ; make haste, I’ve no time to lose.” 

Out of bed jumped the two children. 
“Don't wait to dress,” said Santa Claus. 
“I'll put one of you into each of my big 
pockets, and you'll be warm enough. Come 
on!” 
Out on the roof they went. There stood 





love he bore toward mankind as to be born 
ina manger at Bethlehem, which place is | 
second only in sacred interest to Jerusalem | 
and the site of the wondrous event which 
has given aname to ourera. Neither his-| 
tory nor tradition loses sight of so memora- | 
ble a village ; therefore, we will in imagina- | 
tion go to Bethlehem, and see how Chfistmas 
is commemorated there. 

Bethlehem is an almost entirely Christian 
city, of five thousand inhabitants; these 
Christians belonging to the Roman Catholic, 
Greek, and Armenian Churches, there being | 
only about one hundred Protestants, who 
are converts from these churches. 

As we near the town on Christmas Eve, 
we see the road from Jerusalem covered 
with hundreds of pedestrians and eques- 
trians, in almost every imaginable costume. 
They are bound for Bethlehem, as it is cus- 
tomary for great numbers of the residents of 
Jerusalem to spend Christmas there, where 
the Roman Catholic Church celebrates it 
with great ceremony. The Catholics go there 
as worshipers, while hundreds of othe:s go 
as spectators of the ceremonies. There being 
no vehicles of any kind between these two 
places, people have to get there on horses, 
donkeys, mules, and camels. Numbers of 
people walk to Bethlehem, as it is only a dis- 
tance of five miles. The road has a gay ap- 
pearance on this December afternoon. The 
sun is shining brightly and the fields are 
covered with white and pink crocuses. There 
goaparty of European ladies and gentle- 
men, mounted on horseback; a company of 
desert Arabs, with large yellow silk hand- 
kerchiefs on their heads, tied on with black 
rope, made of camel's hair; some Russian 
pilgrims, wearing sheepskin dresses, with 
the wool inside ; then a large party ot native 
men and women, astride donkeys without 
stirrups, the saddles having a large cushion 
in front, to keep the rider from flying over 
his head when the donkey stumbles, which is 
often, and some stubborn ones insist on 
trotting near the edge of a deep ravine, 
down a hill, or on slippery rocks. Every 
donkey has bells round his neck, and a boy | 
to ran behind and poke him up with asharp | 
stick or long needle. 

Our notice is attracted to a long line of 
horsemen. It is the Catholic Patriarch of 
Jerusalem, going to Bethlehem. This pro- 
cession is very grand, large, and variegated. 
A squad of mounted policemen, gayly at- 
tired, head the procession; cavalry; Be- 
douins, on their Arabian steeds. ‘The 
Patriarch is clothed in his purple cloak and 
cardinal hat. A great company of bishops, 
priests, and deacons are in his suite. ‘hen 
follow a company of Jews, Turks, infidels, 
and heretics, dressed in fantastical Oriental 
garments, mounted on any beast they could 
get hold of. 

Hundreds of Bethlehemites, of both sexes, 
all in gay holiday attire, now meet this pro- 





“It's not so very bad, then?” she said, 
xiously. 
“It might be fixed, I think, so you could | 
get home safely; but I haven’t much time, | 
in fact [ am in a hurry.” 

“What is your time worth to you ?’ 
asked Ada, with the air sne once heard a 
millionaire use in speaking to some work- 
men he was about to employ. 

“ Sometimes more, and sometimes less,” 
he replied, with the same quizzicai smile. 

But he had produced a cord from his 
pocket, and, with deft fingers, began mend- 
ing the broken trace. Then he produced 


an 


vigorously beneath the carriage. 

“ There! By driving carefully you will be 
able to reach home safely,” he said, at last, 
rising. 

There was something in his composed 
manner and distinct enunciation whicn made 
Ada stare for an instant; but she could see 
little beneath the broad straw hat but a curl- 
ing black beard, a tanned cheek, and two 
piercing eyes. 

“ What is to pay ?” 

“ Nothing.” 

He offered a hand to help Dora into the 
carriage. 

She seated herself and drew out a little 
embroidered portmonnaie. 

“I beg your pardon,” she said earnestly, 
“but you must let me pay you. You said 
you were in ahurry; we have taken your 
time, and you have done us a great service. 
I have nothing but a half sovereign. Pray 
take it. I am sorry it is so little,” blushing 
as she tendered him a shining coin. 

Again the quizzical smile, and the eyes— 
they had a world of meaning in them, those 
piercing dark eyes under the hat brim. Dora 
felt her heart beat —- 

It relieved her greatly that the man ex- 
tended his hand and received the money. 

“ Thank you,” he said, quietly. 

“ What may your name be?” asked Ada, 
who had seated herself unassisted, “and 
your occupation? You are quite handy,” 
patronizingly. 

The man laughed outright, a low, mellow 
laugh. 

“ My name does not matter ; I am a farm- 
r. Good-day, ladie-.” 

He —- back, lifting his hat, smiling 

again at the look of consternation upon the 
features of the girls at the grace and the face 
the movement revealed. 
A kingly brow shaded by close-clipped yet 
beautiful hair, a white forehead, eyes daunt- 
lessly bright, with scorn and a smile ia them. 
The pheton turned one way, the hay- 
wagon another. 

“ Whoever thought that he looked like 
that, under that old hat, in a hay-cart ?” said 
Ada, breathlessly. “Who can it be? How 
provoking! He was aright down gentle- 
man, though he said he was only a farmer.” 

Poor Ada! Her mortification had just 
begun. 

That evening, with silk hat doffed from 
the handsome Read, faultlessly arrayed, Mr. 
Allen Waters presented himself in the little 

lor of the Hollyhocks, and introducing 
imself, begged leave to inquire if the young 
ladies had reached home quite safely. 

Ada apologized quite eagerly, and tried 





the spines on the tail of the thornback ray. 
Fe yp Dp lion’s tongue to the cheek, 








directly backward, reminding me much of 


to be sweet, but Mr. Walters seemed to have 
eyes only for Dora's brunette face. 

He came in and again to the Holly- 
hocks, and at last one day boldly declared 
himself Dora’s lover. 





roughness is so t that with 
\a little pressure a wound might easily be 





ce-sion, and salute them with songs, firing 
of guns, and drumming on drums, kettles, 
tin pans, and some bearing cymbals. They 
head the procession, dancing, singing, clap- 
ping their hands, till they enter Bethlehem ; 
and as they pass through the streets they 
are greeted with cheers and with songs from 
the windows and house-tops, by the women 
and children. 

The Catholic, Greek, and Armenian mon- 
asteries and the great complex Church of 
the Nativity are all under one roof, which 
covers the supposed stable-cave where Christ 
was cradled. ‘They all form a great fortress- 
like edifice, in front of which is a large open 
square, which is now crowded with people, 
almost of every description—Turkish sol- 
diers, ranged in lines; and a procession of 
monks and priests, gorgeously attired—who 
meet the Jerusalem Patriarch with a great 
deal of ceremony. ‘Then all the guests enter 
the convent, where they are hospitably re- 
ceived. 

The Church of the Nativity was built Ly 
the Empress Helena, in the fourth century. 
In the fifth it was destroyed; when it was 
restored, in A. D. 630, by the Emperor 
Justinian. It isa magnificent building, of 
very fine architecture. The grand service 
begins about midmght, the Church being 
brilliantly lit up. Flowers and evergreens 
adorn the altar, pillars, and chandeliers. The 
crowd is so great that there is barely stand- 
ing-room, and most of the people are hold- 
ing lighted wax tapers, some of which are 
adorned with sprays of flowers. It is a 
marvel that they don’t set fire to each other. 
The service is condueted by the Patriarch, 
during which several monks appear, dressed 
in furs, representing the shepherds. A song 
of glorious harmony suddenly bursts out 
from the hundreds of priests assembled, 
singing the “ Gloria in Ezcelsis.” It is 
caught up by the worshippers and the scene 
for a few moments is thrilling. ‘The service 
continues till about three o’clock, when it is 
ended by a procession, in which the Patriarch 
carries a waxen image, representing Christ, 
in a golden crib. It is taken down into the 
grotto or manger, which is hewn in the natu- 
ral rock and supposed to be the manger in 
which Jesus was laid. Gold and silver lamps 
are suspended all over the place, which are 
kept burning night and day. Another cere- 
mony is ormed in the grotto, laying the 
image into the manger, and the Patriarch 
wraps it up in swaddling clothes, after which 
a hymn of praise is sung, and the bells 
burst out in merry chimes, announcing the 
glad tidings. The monks and priests em- 
brace each other, saying: “ Peace, ” 
The crowd of worshipers do the same, and 
amid songs of rejoicings, the chimes of bells, 
and the rich peais of the or, the ple 
disperse, wishing each o a Merry 
Christmas. 

The Protestant community also have a 
service in their chapel, which is decorated 
with evergreens; and itis delightful to at- 
tend divine worship there on Christmas Day, 
and join with the co tion of natives in 
commemorating the birth of Christ in the 
very town he was born in, and sing with 
them the anthem “Hark! the ‘Herald 
angels sing,” which is sung in Arabic. A 

at many people spend part of the morn- 
fg a the Fields of ‘The Shepherds, and the 
“ Glory to God in the Highest ” is sung by 
the assembled worshipers. It is a charming 
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picture, being a very tranquil and grassy 
spot, which elds the imagination to one the 
scene told in Luke ii. 





“You have known me but such a litt'e 
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But it is not only one Christmas that is 
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the sleigh, drawn by eight tiny reindeer. 
Santa Claus got into the sleigh, and drew 
the fur robes over him. Tommy and Rosy, 
peeping out of his pockets, felt very nice and 
warm. 

“Come, Dasher! on, Dancer! hie, Comet!” 
said Santa Claus to his team. “ Away we 

oo!” 


Ard away they did go, right in the air 
and through the falling snow-flakes. Over 
the tops of houses and trees, over the towns 
and cities, faster, and faster, faster they went, 
till they came to Santa Claus’s country. 

Here everything was of snow,—trees, 
streets, houses, all made of snow. It was as 
lght as day, for high in the pink sky hung 
a great bright silver moon. 

“ Is that your house, Mister Santa Claus ?” 
asked little Rosy as they passed a beautiful 
castle all built of ice. 

“QO, no, my dear!” said Santa Claus. 


My house is made every bit of rock candy. 


Here we are now. 
stand still !” 

Santa Claus jumped out of the sleigh with 
Tommy and Rosy still in his pockets. Sure 
enough, there stood Santa Claus’s house, all 
made of white, yellow, and red rock candy, 
and ligthed up from top to bottom with 
Christmas tapers. 

“Vil take youright into my workshop,” 
said Santa Claus, bouncing into a big room 
where hunureds of little men were at work. 
They were tying up toys, books, and candies 
into thousands ef parcele. These were to 
go at twelve o’clock by Santa Claus’s ex- 
press to all parts of the world. 

At the sight of so many lovely things 
Tommy and Rosy both jumped out of Santa 
Claus’s pockets. 

“Oh!” screamed the workers, “ where 
did the earth-children come from ?” 

“LT brought them in my pockets,” said 
Santa Claus. “ I forgot this little girl’s doll. 
Hurry and find a gift for it, my men, for I 
must away again.” 

The tallest of the little men went to find 
the gift. Others gathered about Rosy, who 
was too frightened to speak. 

* Isn't she lovely ?” said one, touching her 
long curls. 

“Yea, indeed,” added another; “ she is 
prettier than the prettiest wax-doll we ever 
made.” 

“She must be cold; let’s give her one of 
our little seal-skin coats,” said a third, help- 
ing Rosy into a warm fur coat. 

“ Let’s put candy in the pockets,” said a 
fourth, stuffiag the pockets with sugar-plums. 

“ Let’s give her a cap to match the coat,” 
said a fifth, putting a cunning cap over her 
yellow curls. 

« Let’s all kiss her,” said a sixth. 

Bur at this Santa Claus popped Rosy back 
into his pocket. “No, no,” said he, “ you 
might change her into an elf like your- 
selves.” 

Tommy, who was never frightened at any- 
thing, had mounted a bicycle, and was flying 
up and down the hall. The little men, for- 
getting their work, ran up and down after 
him, playing on trumpets, horns, fifes, and 
drums. 

“ Bless my heart!” cried Santa Claus, “1 
never heard such adin in my life. Come, 
you youngster, the doll’s gift is found, and 
I’m going to take you right back to bed.” 

“No, you don’t,” shouted Tommy, “not 
unless you let me ride this bicycle.” 

“You can’t,” said Rosy. “I can,” added 
Tommy, “I know I can!” 

“ T'li go with you,” said one of the little 
men; “i can ride in the air like Santa 
Ciaus.” ° 

The little man got on Tommy’s back, and 
away they went! Rosy and Santa Claus were 
in the sleigh, Tommy and the little man on 
the bicycle. On, on, on! faster, faster, 
faster! Tommy shouted in glee. Suddenly 
the wicked little man bit Tommy’s ear. He 
screamed, and knocked the elf off his back. 
The little man jumped on one of the rein- 
deer. 

Tommy was no longer able to ride on the 
snow-flakes, and began to fall—down, down, 
down! O, how frightened he was! Down, 
down, down! The bicycle turned over two 
or three times, and down he went, head first, 
into—bed. 

Yes, when Tommy opened his eyes he 
found himself in bed. 

He only dreamed this story. Rosy was 
asleep beside him. The stockings were twice 
as bigas when hung up. Right in the mid- 
dle of the room stood a splendid bicycle. 

The early sunshine was coming through 
the nursery window. It was Christmas 
morning.—Our Little Ones for January. 


Hie, Prancer and Cupid! 


TALE OF A DOG. 


Dog stories have become so common and 
so marvelous as to obtain little more cred- 
ence than fish stories, but the following i» 
so well vouched for as to leave no possible 
doubt of its truth: A lady in Lowell ownsa 
a very intelligent dog of which she desired 
much to have @ picture. She accordingly 
took him to a photographic gallery, and with 
the assistance of the artist endeavored to 
make her pet take and keep a suitable 
position before the camera. But the spoiled 
dog was in an unaccommodating mood that 
morning, and after repeated trials the at- 
tempt to conquer him was abandoned in de- 
spair. Pointing to the door the lady told 
him to go home, as he was a naughty dog. 
The culprit instantly changed his saucy 
manner, and dropping his tail between his 
legs, slunk away in confusion. All the rest 
of the day he seemed to realize that he was 
in disgrace, crouching in corners and wear- 
ing ashame-faeed air. The next morning 
all search failed to discover him. About 
noon he reappeared, much elated, and had 
fastened to his neck an excellent tin type of 
himself. Inquiry disclosed the fact that 
when the photographer went down town in 
the mor the intelligent dog had been at 
the awaiting admission. 
As soon as the door was opened Carlo ran 
joyfully 5 ee and leaped into the chair 
on which his mistress had posed him the day 
previous. Seizing the situation the artist 
made his preparations with all possible 
speed, and the result was the delightful ~. 
ture which the four-footed penitent 
taken home as a peace offering to his mis- 
tress. 
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Writtenexpressly for the Massachusetts Ploughman 


TO CHICAGO AND RETURN. 


Chicago—Public Busldings—The Chicago Club 
—The Union League Club—The Stock Yards 
—Slaughtering Cattle, &c—The New Park— 
Wilmington, Ill.— Return Home. 


To the Editor of the Mass. Ploughman. 

Joiniug the “ better” and also the numerical 
«“balf” of our family by the way our first visit 
was made at Auburn, N. Y., easily reached 
from Boston ina day—a beautiful rural city, 
formerly the residence of that distinguished 
diplomat Wm H. Seward. After the sabbath, 
a ride of fifteen miles to the north brought us to 
Cato,—whose name we bope will someday be jus- 
tified in some distinguished son of the town— 
thence a mile or more by carriage to Abbotwood, 
in the adjoining town of Conquest—that made 
conquest for Garfield, inthe recent Presiden'ial 
Election. Here we found fruit so abundant that 
it was used for feed, and friends so hospitable 
that we stayed a week in Cayuga county, and 
then proceeded to Palmvra, one of the pleasant- 
est villages in Western New York,—in time to 
attend the funeral of Mrs. Betsey Webster, orig- 
inally from Boscawen, N. H., a woman who 
came nearer the ideal Christian old lady, than 
any we ever saw. 


How fit that such a life, so full, 

So rounded, so complete should close, 
When Autumn crowns the closing year, 
And burdened nature seeks repose. 

Here the “ better half” proved the worser, 
and by sickness delayed following of Mr. 
Greeley’s advice, “‘Go West young man,” 
till November 29th, when we pushed on in 
“the course of Empire” and the next morn- 
ing reached Chicago, acity of magnificent dis- 
tances, spread out fan-like on the low. level 
Western shore of Lake Michigan; its atmos- 
phere modified by so large a body of water. For 
catarrhal affections the climate is unfavorable. 
The wonderful enterprise and energy exhibited 
by the city, rebuilt since the great fire, has a 
world-wide renown. The genial hospitality of 
our hosts is an index of the generous good-will 
and co-operation that seems to prevail among 
business men in private and in public affairs. 

A fine specimen of elaborate ornate architec- 
ture is the city and county court building that 
draws near completion. The United States Gov- 
ernment building is a magnificent structure that 
covers two squares and includes Post Office, 
Custom House, and Subtreasury, and heated 
with bot water, contains over forty-seven miles 
ot pipe. Having been shown through the spacious 
and busy post office department we made a male 
departure for other points of interest. A profit 
of seven hundred thousand dollars accrues to the 
Government from this office, which New York 
excepted, is the largest distributing office in the 
country. Wesaw the tremendous pumping of 
the water works, that supplies half a miliion of 
people. We were dined—but not wined—at the 
elegant rooms of the Chicago Club, whose mem- 
bership, limited to three hundred is full, with a 
waiting score knocking at the door. We were 
pained to hear the report of champaign bottles. 
The adwission fee is $200, annual assessment 
$80. The price of meals depends on the taste, 
time and length of purse of the members, largely 
business men, including such firms as Field, 
Leiter & Co , Keith Brothers, and lesser finan- 
cial lights, who take their midday lunch at their 
home-like rooms and tables. They do not bolt 
their food; they give their orders, and while the 
meal is made ready, leisurely chat or scan the 
papers and magazines of their well furnished 
Reading Room and Library, and then interlude 
the courses with cheerful table-talk. There isa 
little danger that a spirit of aristocratic excle- 
siveness may be nuriured in the Club—where 
the food is well cooked and well served. 

A natural tendency of prosperity—to be cau- 
tiously guarded—is to lift men out of sympathy 
with their fellows with whom they stood shoul- 
der to shoulder at the foot of the hill, and where 
the decimated ranks are ever being refilled. 

At the tableone day we had a very pleasant 
nterchange of opinion with Hon. Elbridge G. 
Keith, Chairman of the Public School Board, 
and with his partner J. L. Woodward, a like 
honorable man—mine hosts. We rejoice that 
such a man as Mr. Keithh holds such a posi- 
tion; who outwardly tall and inwardly broad, 
readsand believes the Bible and is not at all 
afraid, that under the most favorable circum- 
stances it will influence too much during the 
week (days) the characters and lives of the 
children—or adults. 

Chieago has three thousand dram shcps and 


beer gardens, with their Sabbath desecration and 
demoralization we don’t know how many. 


The rooms of the Union League Club we found 
less elegant and more commodious, with a prospect 
of a furnished dining room. The initiation fee is 
$25, annual assessment the same. By the cour- 
tesy of one of the members,a Bostonian was 
admitted to the floor of the Exchange of the 
Beard of Trade, whose babel we will not attempt 
to report. A gentleman whom we unexpectedly 
met on the floor, till witsin two years a resident 
of Boston, claimed that the members of this 
Board are the finestand most honorable body of 
men in the country. The By-laws requirea 
thousand dollars admission, but membersbip, 
unlike our ticket by courtesy, good for “‘six days 
within one month,” is transferable and can be 
had from members, selling out for about half the 
entrance fee. 

Wood pavement is chiefly used in the city and 
with so much territory to keep in repair some of 
the streets are in a wretched condition. The 
rough passage of one of them disturbed our 
breakfast of the week before and affected the 
morning meal of the weak after. 


We visited the stock yards and found the at- 
mosphere thereabouts more smelly than the 
sewery streets of Venice, Italy,in July. Numer- 
ous men and boys, mounted on small and large 
horses, were riding about all a-spur in rancho 
style. Passing through droves of pigs and 
herds of cattle, fenced off on either side, we en- 
tered Armour’s slaughter house, said to be the 
largest in the city. Slaughter and blood in- 
deed! We entered witha friend, who hearing 
several gun reports as we passed in and the fall 
that followed each, desired to see the cattle 
shot. Clambering in a dark and slippery room, 
we climbed a filthy ladder to planks above the 
cattie stalls. The poor animals, scenting the 
blood of their fellow victims, shrank with all 
the might of aroused instinct from the slaugh- 
ter, but were goaded on with cruel hooks and 
spears to their inevitable doom. First crowded 
two abreast intoa long narrow passage leading 
from the yard, they were forced with goads two 
by two in‘o the stalls that flanked the passage, 
where the victims received the fatal shot just 
back of the horns, and “ fell like lead!” Ina 
few minutes we were so sickened we did not 
wait the use of the rifle, but hastened down the 
ladder to the bloody platform or floor, empty 
when we passed in, but now covered with a row 
of eight or ten beeves, opposite open and empty 
stalls from which they had been hauled by 
Steam, with throats cut from ear to ear and 
being flayed, some of them apparently still alive. 
What a feeling came over us as we stood for a 
moment in that atmosptere filled with profanity 
and the vapor of warm flowing life and saw that 
bloody work! It seemed to us that an angel 
engaged as were those men and boys, would be 
debased and brutalized! We hastened away to 
where it is no longer ‘' root hog,” but “die!” 
Within the inner pen two men were engaged in 
clasping one of the bind legs of the pigs—with 
a rope attachment—the vic'ims, vociferously cry 
ing “murder” as distinctly as possibie, were 
instantly raised by levers and swung in toa 
man, besmeared with blood, who thrusting his 
** sticking” knife into their squealing throats, at 
the rate of five to ten a minute, caused their cry 
to cease. But their trouble was not over, for 
they soon found themselves “ in hot water,” and 
after @ little were passed along to be “ dressed,’ 
by having their native habiliment removed, 
finishing touch was given by « gang of men, who 
chiefly by steam, and their hair being parted, the 
by Boston time, turned off five porkers a min- 
ute. The two gangs engaged passed down ten a 
minute, giving “six thousand a day.” There 
appeared mechanical facilities for double this 
number per day, half of the apparatus being un- 
manned. 

Following the overhead tracks along which 
the dressed pigs were wheeled with heels in 
air, we visited the storeroom with its thousands, 
the cooler, the cutting and packing rooms and 
the canning department from which goods are 
shipped to all parts of theworld. There were re- 
ceived last year at the Union Stock Yards, Chica- 
go, a million and a quarter of cattle, six and a half 
million of hogs, three hundred and twenty-five 
thousand sheep and over ten thousand horses. 
It was Armour & Co., that formed the “ corner ” 
on pork last season. It is reported that they 
made two million dollars and then lost three and 
afterwards made more than both the above sums. 

To see a company of boys, with banner flying, 
marching around the base of the Douglass Monu- 
ment and shouting for Garfield before election 
was suggestive. Our host being one of the 
“judges " of election, we were admitted behind 
the scenes, and saw some of the disddvantages 
and the advantage over Boston methods. Toen- 
force the deposit of an open ballot as does Bos- 





ton, we think an infringement of individual right, 
The new Park of a thousand acres, is located 


Just outside the city limits on the south, in Hyde 
Park, and is being improved. With its broad 
boulevards it reminded us of the more » ictur 
esque Bois de Boulogne, Paris. Lincoln Park, 
which has at lea-tone more attractive feature, un- 
evenness of surface, is on the lake on the north 
side of the city. Chicago river, with its two 
branches, divides the city into the “ North,” 
“West” and “South Side.” The main stream 
and the southern branch bave each a tunnel under 
them which, unlike the numerous bridges with 
their draws, are always open, are always pas- 
sable. 

The morning after election, we took traia for 
the first time on the Chicago, Alton & St. Louis 
Road, for a visit to a clerical friend, Dr. J. We 
Stoutenburgh, an earnest, spiritually minded 
and able preacher of the Gospel of Reconcilia- 
tion, at Wilmington, Ill., where a coal mine has 
recently been opened, a few miles below Joliet. 
We found our friend and a cordial reception, 
but on the way to the Presbyterian parsonage 
we were disheartened at the low, mean structure 
in which he has ministered fora few months; 
regarding the shabby building as a type of the 
paucity of the spiritual life of his flock. He is 
likely to move—at thecal! of Providence—if he 
fails to move a worldly prosperous people to 
better things. “ Tekel!” seemed written on the 
walls. On inquiry, we found that for years the 


withholding that tendeth to sptiitual poverty 
and death. The spirit of missions is the spirit 
of the Master. We felt like saying “ Awake 
thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and 
Christ shall give us light.” 

After a stay of ten days, grateful for our op- 
portunities, and enjoyments, with tickets to the 
Hub at sixteen dollars, we took the morning 
train East, with no desire to remove our resi- 
dence from Bostun. We spent the first night with 
friends at Toledo, on the Maumee river, a thriv- 
ing city of sixty th »usand inhabitants, competing 
with Chicago for the grain trade. The forenoon 
train took usto Cleveland, a beautiful city, 
whose Euclid Avenue surpasses any thing of the 
kind we have seen on either side of the Atlantic. 
The chief industry ot the city isin iron. The 
smoke of the numerous furnaces filled the city 
and much to our regret shut out the view of the 
lake. Riding just at dark over the “ Viaduct,” 
built on arches, like the ancient water courses 
from the Alban Hills to Rome, the lady of the 
party said the furnace section, withflurid flames 
and smoke on either hand full in view beneath 
us, “‘ looked like the infernal regions.” 

At the station we entered the pleasant Read- 
ing Room of the Railroad Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation, which, from its last monthly report, we 
infer is doing a varied and excellent work. 

Malaria hed percolated the “ worser half” with 
chills and fever. We took a sleeper of the night 
train, as it proved for a medicinal night sweat, 
and pushed towards sunrising and the “ rock- 
bound coast,” and the next evening at 9.45 
we revolved gratefully with the Hub. 

Borax. 


WHAT SHEEP-DOGS CAN DO. 


A trial of sheep-dogs took place recently 
in the neighborhood of Ulverston, West- 
moreland. A circle of five white fisgs marked 
out the route each dog was to take, with 
three sheep starting from a pen to the right 
of the judges. These sheep had been lent 
by the farmers of the district, and each trio 
were of three distinct kinds—one Harkwicke, 
one rough sheep and one-half bred lamb. 
None of them had been previously penned 
together, which made the task more diffi- 
cult, and afresh three were used for each 
trial,a relay of sheep being hidden away 
behind one of the many greystone walls, 
which mingled so well with the prevailing 
hue of the hillside that it was difficult to 
distinguish them. The task laid down for 
the dogs was in every case the same. They 
had to take the sheep on the outside the 
flags and down the hill to a gap in the stone 
wall at the foot, and so into another field, 
where wasa pen of hurdles, into which the 
sheep were to be driven, the aperture being 
only wide enough to admit one sheep at a 
time. The owners of the dogs stood by the 
judges and directed the animals by word of 
mouth, as they drove the flock round the 
flags ; but beyond the gap they were allowed 
to come tu closer quarters, and on more than 
one occasion the man was supposed to have 
more to do with the penning than the dog. 
Occasionally they broke away before they 
had passed round the hill, and never appear- 
ed at the gap atall. Sometimes one was 
penned, and the rest obstinately refused to 
enter ; over and over again they were nearly 
in, and flew off quite unexpectedly. A suc- 
cessful penning was greeted with prolonged 
cheers, for the spectators were keenly alive 
to the merits of the dogs and the difficulty 
of the task. 


AN AFrEAL- 
Boys ! Boys ! Why make such a noise ? 
“ Why, there’s a chap that has to work, 
With never a chance to play nor shirk ; 
He’s earliest up on all the street, 
And his boots are a mile too big for his feet; 
He needs a patch on each of his knees; 
It he wasn’t ‘a brick,’ his fingers would freeze; 
He looks so pale and wretched and thin 
That a lot of us boys have said "twas a sin 
That he should not know the shouting joy 
Which is Natare’s gift to a healthy boy. 
And so we propose to make such adin 
That somebody’s father will take him in, 
And another boy’s mother will patch his clothes, 
And a jolly aunty will lighten his woes. 
For by and by this fellow will show 
The good or ill he is made te know, 
And the working out of some generous plan 
Will find its reward in the coming man. 
Now, if we give a deafening shout, 
Grandpa will take his pocket-book out, 
And pay us a sixpense, just to keep quiet; 
With this we'll improve poor Raggyboy’s diet ; 
And a promise we'll trade for a handful of gold, 
(Though some of the boys will think we are sold,) 
Tha*, when all poor children are happily saved, 
We will be quiet and better behaved.” 
—From Childhood's Appeal. 
Wellesley, December, 1880. 


LARGE STEAMERS. 


A Glasgow contemporary, in an article 
dealing with the “ Shipbuilding ard Marine 
Engineering Industries,” and having refer- 
ence to the forthcoming exhibition in con- 
nection with those in Glasgow, says :—The 
completion within the last few years of such 
monster merchantmen as the “ Gallia,” the 
“ Arizona,” and the “ Orient,” and the for- 
ward state of the “ Servia,” the “ Alaska,” 
and the “City of Rome,” constitutes an 
epoch in the history of our mercantile ma- 
rine, and vids fair to inaugurate that period 
to which Mr. Robert Duncan—in his highly 
interesting address before the Society of 
Scottish Engineers and Shipbuilders in 1872 
—looked forward. After speaking of the 
remarkable growth of the merchant type of 
vessel within a period of thirty years, and 
after dwelling on the feasibility—in a scien- 
tific sense—of ships growing in proportions 
commensurate with the growth of commerce 
and traffic, Mr. Duncan said : “ Looking for- 
ward one generation, and measuring the 
future by the past, I think it is not problem- 
atical that we shall see steamers of 800 feet 
long, the ferry boats of two oceans, with 
America for their central station, and Eu- 
rope and Asia for their working termini.” 
Even since that was uttered, eight years 
ago, we have, in sound practice, got nearer 
the theoretical limit by 100 teet at leas. 
Three years previous to Mr. Duncan’s semi- 
predictions, vessels exceeding 400 feet were 
not afloat, with one very notable exception ; 
now, eight years after, there is scarcely a 
merchant fleet engaged in ocean traffic, or of 
any pretentions, which does not include at 
least one vessel over or approaching 400 
feet long, and it will soon be no boast that 
vessels close on 600 feet are afloat, and in 
active service. 





nal 


INTERVIEWING AN EDITOR. 


A burlesque writer furnishes the following 
as a “scene in an editor's office,” which sug- 
gests prudence both to editorial contributors 
and to disaffected patrons of papers: 


“T want to see the villain who wrote this 

oe Where’s the proprietor of this 
r Ld 

* He’s out.” 

“ Where’s the editor-in-chief?” 

“ He’s out.” 

“ Where’s the managing editor ?” 

* He’s out.” 

“ Where’s the reporter ?” 

“ He’s out.” 

“ Where’m I?” 

Ricketty slam-bang! Six panes of broken 

glass. 

“ You're going out.” 

The man was found with collar-bone 

broken and two ribs fractured on sidewalk 

and carried to hospital. 

And still they call newspaper offices safe 





AN INTELLIGENT Parrot.—A prize show 
of parrots was held in the north 
After many others had been 
wardin front of the judges, one bird, on 
having its cover removed, won the | my by 
com 
ine 


acclamation. Looking around on 
pany it which it had been so 

troduced, it exclaimed: “ By Jove! what a 
lot of parrots !” 
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church has done nothing for missions; a kind of 


Roast Turkey.—Let the turkey be killed 
and cleaned 24 hours before using if you 
can. For oe or stuffing, soak light, 
well-baked, but decidedly stale bread, in 
boiling milk, as much as it will absorb; this 
mash season rather highly, adding for flavor- 
ing thyme or sage, as you prefer, and a lib- 
eral quantity of butter ; having the inside of 
the turkey wi dry, sprinkle it with salt 
and pepper ; then stuff the place from which 
the craw was removed and the inside of the 
turkey with the ges stuffing; either 
sewing or tying; bring the wings and legs 
into nice shape also by tying, all of which 
strings must be removed before going to the 
table. Thus prepared, allow ten minutes to 
each pound of turkey, and a brisk fire. Do 
not put any water in the pan if the turkey is 
at all fat, as it should be, but set the pan on 
a grate or substitute for one, a few inches 
from the bottom of the oven, to prevent 
burning, and if that is not sufficient place a 
shallow pan with water under it until the 
turkey is nicely browned; baste with the 
grease from the pan or a little butter and 
water mixed, every ten or fifteen minutes ; 
when of a good color cover all over and 
around with nice wrapping paper, previously 
greased all over; this prevents scorching 
and improves the flavor. 

For gravy, stew the giblets until very 
tender and season highly ; chop fine. When 
the turkey has been removed, set the pan 
with the drippings from the turkey cn the 
top of the stove; while boiling, dredge it 
thickly with flour, and then pour in the 
giblets and broth in which they are boiled ; 
and if these are not sufficient to make it the 
proper consistency, add more hot water. 

PLumM PuppING.—Two cups grated bread 
crumbs; 1-2 pound nice beef suet, chopped 
fine; 1-2 pound of raisins, seeded and 
chopped ; 1-2 pound of dried currants; one 
glass of wine ; one teaspoon of allspice ; one 
cup of sugar and a little salt ; :ub butter and 
sugar together ; add eggs, then the other in- 
gredients ; fruit last and dredge thoroughly 
with flour ; boil in a well-buttered tin bucket 
plunged in a pot of water for three hours; 
serve with hot sauce. 

Sauce.—Make two teacups of foundation, 
with boiling water and a tablespoonful of 
corn starch ; when boiled, add 2 1-2 cups of 
sugar and one of butter rubbed together; 
the juice and grated skin of one lemon; one 
wine-glass of wine or brandy.—American 
Farmer. 

CRANBERRY Savce.—To each quart of 
cranberries, when sufficiently cooked, add 
one pound of white sugar; let it bol a few 
minutes and turn into moulds or bowls until 
cold; it will keep shape and be an ornament 
to the table. 


PLYMOUTH—1620. 


Ihe following poem, written by James T. 
Fields, for the celebration of * Forefathers’ Day,” 
at Plymouth, Dec. 21, 1880, was read by the 
President :— 


Welcome thou dark December morn, 

That breaks across a world of snow. 
Ye clouds of winter, tempest-torn, 

Ye blasts from icy caves that blow! 
For with you comes a sacred band 

Of sea-worn wanderers, faint with toil, 
To plant upon a chosen land 

God’s flower of freedom in the soil. 


Ob guard that flower thus sown in tears, 
And hedged about with patient prayer, 

So nursed amid such hopes and fears, 
So watched through danger’s night of care. 

Oh glorious morn! Ob glorious flower! 
Immortal league of trusting souls! 

Time ne’er will dim that hallowed hour; 
While round onr shores the free sea rolls. 


Anecdotes. 
a - 
ft Not quice what he meant, though: 
Milkman, Tell yer mother she ‘ull ’ave to 





agoin’ to chalk up any more.” 
are 
son 


Boy, “ Wot 
you goin’ to use instid then, Mr. Simp- 
?”—London Fun. 

ta Two travellers having been assigned 
to the same bedroom ina crowded hotel, 
one of them, before retiring, knelt down to 
pray, and confessed a long catalogue of sins. 
On rising from his knees he saw his fellow 
traveller, valise in hand, going out of the 
door, and exclaimed: “ What is the matter 
—what’s np?” “Qh, nothing,” was the re- 
ply, “only I am not going to risk myself 
with such a scamp as you confess yourself 
to be.” 


te A hatchet-faced woman, of about 51 
summers, with a wealth of freckles in ber 
fave and a snuff-stick in her mouth, got into 
a crowded car on Galveston avenue. There 
were half a dozen gentlemen on the car, but 
none of them offered to give her a seat. 
After she had waited a reasonable time, she 
said: ‘“ Ef any of you galoots is waitin’ for 
me to squat on your laps, you are barkin’ up 
the wrong tzee, for I want you to understand 
I’m a lady.” A dread that she was not in 
earnest caused six gentlemen to leave the 
car.— Galveston News. 

tw A calm, blue-eyed,  self-possessed 
young lady received a long call from a pry- 
ing old spinster, who, after prolonging her 
stay beyond even her own conception of the 
young lady’s endurance, came to the main 
question which had brought herthither. “I 
have been asked a good many times if you 
are engaged to Dr. C. Now, if folk inquire 
again whether you be or not, what shall I 
tell em I think?” “Tell them,” answered 
the young lady, fixing her calm blue eyes in 
unwavering steadiness upon the inquisitive 
features of her interrogator, “that you 
think you don’t know, and that you are sure 
it is none of your business.” 


QUESTION AND ANsweR.—*“ D’these 
k-years go to Cincinnaty ?” said an old col- 
ored man to the conductor of the Osgood 
Accommodation at the Aurora depot, at 
Cincinnati. “ Yes.” “Clare up to the city ?”’ 
“ Yes, right into the heart of it.” “ Does ye 
stop at Fif’ street ?” “I'll let you off at Fifth 
street.” “ At yan eend ?” « No, no, at this 
end. Get aboard if you wantto go up,” 
said the conductor, beginning to display a 
slight degree of impatience. ‘“ What's the 
fare, boss ?” “ Seventy-five cents.” “ You'll 
haul a fellarclar to the Cincinnaty depot for 
seventy-five cents?” “Yes,” An’ what'll 
ye knock off'n that if I get off at Fif’ 
street ?” “ Nothing,” said the conductor, sig- 
naling the engineer to go ahead. “ Well, 
boss, I guess we can’t trade,” and the old 
man shoved his umbrella through the handle 
of his carpet-bag and started up the track 
amid the dust ard smoke of the departing 
engine. 





TURE'S REMEDY. 


VEGETIN 


L_ Tne Cacat Bioop Puriricr 





Krpnry Comp.iatnts.—In diseases of the kidneys 
the Ve@eTine gives immediate relief. It has never 
failed to cure when it 1s taken regularly, and direc- 
tions fellowed. In many cases it may take several 
bottles, especially cases of long standing. It acts 
directly upon the secretions, cleansing and strength- 
ening, removing all obstructions and impurities. A 
oo many can testify to cases of long standing 

aving been perfectly cured by the VeesTine, even 
after — many of the known remedies which are 
said to be expressly for this disease. 


Vegetine is Sold by all Druggists. 


sepll-eowtc 


BISHOP SOULE’S 
LINIMENT 


Is a POSITIVE CURE for Sciatica, Rh th 
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DR. RADWAY’s 
SARSAPARILLIAN 


RESOLVENT. 


THE GREAT 


BLOOD PUR 


Changes as Seen and Felt 
As they Daily Occur! 


AFTER USING A FEW DOSEs. 


1. Good spirits, disappearance of weakness 
guor, melancholy, increase and ha: ( 
and muscles, etc. 

2. Strength increases, appetite improves, relix 
for food, no more sour eructations or waterbras 
good digestion, calm and undisturb« 
fresh and vigorous. 

3. Disappearance of spots, blotches, pi 
skin looks clear and healthy, the uri: 
from its turbid and cloudy appearanc 
sherry or amber color; water passes freely fr 
bladder through the urethra without pain or 
ing: little or no tediment; no pain or weakness 

» Marked dimioution of quantity and & 
of mvoluntary weakening discharges 
that way), with certainity of permanent 
creased strength exhibited in the secr 
and functional harmony restored 
or 


1aD 
doess of fiesh 


b 
rbrasb, 


d sleep, awaken 


lapies; the 


banged 


to tl 


. Yellow tinge on the white of the eyes 
swarthy, saffron appearance of the skin 
clear, lively and healthy color. 

6. Those suffering from weak or ulecray 
or tubercles will realize great benetit 
ing freely the tough phiem or mucuous { 
lungs, air cells, bronchi or wicdpipe, throat ; 
diminishing the frequency of cough, general ; 
of strength throughout the system ; stoppage of 
sweats and pains and feeling of weakness 
the apkles, legs, shoulders, ect.; cessatio; 
and chills, sense of suffocation, hard breath 
paroxysm of cough on lying down or: 
morning. All these distressing symptoms 
and surely disappear 5 

7. Asduay after day the SARSAPAI 
taken new signs of returning health wii 
the blood improves in purity and streng 
will diminish and all foreign and impure 
nodes, tumors, cancers, hard jumps, etc., be res 
away apd the unsound made sound and | 
ulcers, fever sores, chronic 
disappear. 

5. In cases where the system bas been 
and Mercury, Quicksilver, Corrosive ms 
have accumulated and become deposited is 

tc., Causing caries of the bones, r 
tures, contortions, white swe gs, 
te., the SARSAPARILLIAN wil 

e deposits and exterminate th 
virus of the disease from the 
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virus of the disease is not inactive; if not arrest: 
and driven from the blood it will spread and continue 
to undermine the constitution. As soon as tt 
SARSAPARILLIAN makes the patient “fe 
better” every hour you will grow better and increase 
in health, strength and flesh. 

The great power of this remedy is in dis 
threaten death—as in 
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stores the hopeless to a life and new existence, 
this great remedy stends alone in 
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In the ordinary skin diseases that every one is 
more or less troubled with a few doses willir 
cases, and a few bottles in the more 
forms, work a permanent cure. 

One bottle contains more of the active principl 
of Medicines than any other Preparation. Laken i 
Teaspoonful doses, while others require 

One Dollar per Bottle. 
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Radway’s 


HEADY ELIEE 


CURES AND PREVENTS 
DYSENTERY, DIARRHGA, 
CHOLERA MORBUS, 
FEVER AND AGUE, 
RHEUMATIS™, 
NEURALGIA, 
DIPHTHERIA, 
INFLUENZA, 


its might and 


ager 


SORE THROAT, 
DIFFICULT BREATHING 


Bowel Com laints, 


Looseness, Diarrhea, Cholera Morbus, or 
discharges from the bowels are stopped in 
minutes by taking Radway’s Ready Kelicf 
gestion or inflammation, no weakness 
will foliow the use of the Ready Relic! 
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organs, by one application, 
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no matter how violent or excruciating the pain the 
Rheumatic, Bed-Ridden, Infirm, Cnppled, Nervous, 
Neuraigic, or prostrated with disease may suffer. 
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AFFORD INSTANT EASE! 


Inflammation of the Kidneys, Inflam- 
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RADWAY'S PILLS,) so quick as RADWA?® 
READY RELIEF. 
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RYDER& SON, Proprietors, Room 8, Boylston Hall, 
Boston, Mass. ' my8-os 
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HAS REMOVED TO 
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